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' Fully Persuaded 


“I kaew him whom I heve beibeved. and I as 
persuaded thet he is able.”—2 Timothy | : 12 


By Anna M. King 


WWE KNOW, oh, yes, we know 
Beyond all dout ting; we are not dreaming. 
If our beheving were only seemmg 

We could not farther go; 

‘We go because we know. 


As the Nortons Return 


When God’s chiidren are in God's place they can 
do God's work in God’s way. Mr. and Mrs. Ralph C. 
samen 0 Wiiaedinls seoenicaln ak: tos eke 
autumn to r ev ic w sor i 

ldiers again before American Christians. God has 
marvelously blessed the’; visit here, in many ways. 
Now he is leading them back to London to follow up 
the distribution of the 32,000 Christmas boxes to the 
soldiers. M rectived for this work after Christ- 
mas, and even later, will still be of help in purchas- 
ing such boxes and sending them, Gospel-laden, out 
to the firing line and the prison camps. C. G. Trum- 
bull, Editor of The Sunday School Times, is Treas- 
wrer of the work, and will gladly continue to receive 
gifts for it. Mr. and Mrs. Norton have engaged 
passage on a steamer sailing the middle of December, 
so that they will doubtless be in she perilous waters 
of the war zone about the time reade-3 receive this 
issue. — is asked for God's kee)ing power, and 
that he work mightily through co-workers 


. 
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of his in this coming year. As the work grows, the 
difficulties increase. use they are again seeking 
God's place for them, they are confident of his enab- 
lmg power; but they believe it mas od come in answer 


.to the. constant prayers of his peop 
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How is Christ * Unveiled’ in Us? 


What the Lord Jesus Christ would like if he 
lived on earth to-day, the world should be able to 
tell by observing the everyday conduct of his fol- 
lowers. WVould a description of our daily doings 
turn one’s thought instantly to the Master? That 
was the effect upon some Christians recently when 
a friend who had worked in China with Hudson Tay- 

told some intimate stories of the great mission- 
aty, how he went to every length in caring thought- 
fully for the needs of others, never considering self. 
And with all his greatness he was so simple that an 
old-time friend naturally ended his relation of these 
incidents with the word: “He was truly the servant 
of all.” One of the listeners observed: “He just 
reminds you of the Lord Jesus, and if we should 
have the Master come in and talk with us now I be- 
lieve one of the most surprising things to us would 
be his simplicity and naturalness.” Christ's living in 
us is not a figure of speech, but a literal reality! 


a 


Praying for a Week . 
God is asking us to pray as never before in the 
history of the world. And he pledges us his word 
that united prayer is specially pleasing to him and 
specially blessed of him. Surely he wants every 
member of the Body of Christ to be doing, in fellow- 
ship with all the other members, what the Head of 
that Body our Lord Jesus himself is doing without 
a at the right hand of God: making interces- 
sion. It is an opportunity, theretore, greater in many 


Evolution, or 


° 

RIPPLE the Church and man is robbed of his 

only chance of salvation, This is Satan’s strat- 

egy. Hence his interest in going into the field of 
theology and Bible criticism. Not content with at- 
tacking the Bible in the story of creation, evolution 
has proceeded to attack every part of it, substituting 
the theory of development everywhere for God’s 
nena working. 

oses’ authorship of the first five books was dis- 
puted on all sorts of grounds. A collection of myths 
and allegories and folk lore is perhaps the favorite 
way of accounting for these books and other books; 
but in all of their theories to throw discredit upon 
the Bibie appears the serpent’s trail: that truth grew 
up naturally, ins.ead of being written by the hand of 
God through “h:-ly men of God” who “spake as they 
were moved by the Holy Ghost.” 

Since everything came through development, much 
of the matter attributed to Moses they said was im- 
possible for various reasons. For instance, there was 
no settled language or literature at the time. They 
said that appeared only afterward by the law oi de- 
velopment. Many of the things stated as historic 
could not have -:curred, they clamored, for things 
had not developed to the ,e ‘ich made them pos- 
sible at those times. And while they reasoned from 
their evolution premises, and dreamed their dreams, 
and flattered themselves upon their wonderful dis- 
coveries that proved the Bible untrue, lo, the pick 
and shovel have uncovered buried civilizations with 
records written in their clay cylinders of the very 


_- 


Readers of The Sunday School Times evidenced a deal of 
intereat in two editorials published in the issues of September 8 
and 15, on “ What Does Evolution Mean To-day?” end * Can 
Evolution Endenget Genesis ?** A New Encland pasto-, the Rev. 
N. H. Harriman, of New Britain, Conn., has been preaching @ 
series of sermons, this autumn, on “* Evolution and the B.ble": and 
one of the c luding «ee of hia series, given in part here- 
with., will interest many. It is reprinted from the New Britain 
(Conn.} Deity Herald of November 5, 1917. 





ways than has ever come to us before, to unite with 
tens of thousands of other believers in continuous, 
Spirit-dirccted prayer during the “Week of Prayer 
for the Churches,” December 30 to January 6. 

Call to this Week of Prayer, with daily topics of 
thanksgiving, confession, and intercession, and also 
with rich Scri passages, is published in full on 
page 736 in this issue. A sermon suggestion for the 
opening Sunday of the week is given also. Congre- 
gations, prayer-meetings, prayer s, and individ- 
ual intercessors can reap a harvest of blessings if 
they will, under God's guidance, prayerfully follow 
what is there set forth, Let us remember that the 
Holy Spirit, on earth, and our Lord Jesus, in heaven, 
will be praying with us in this week of prayer—and 


at all times. 7? 
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A Son of Laughter 
There is often a striking lesson in a Bible name. 
“Isaac” is a good illustration. It means “laughter.” 
Hebrew students say the name itself sounds like a 
hearty laugh. Both Isaac's parents laughed over 
God's announcement that he was to ‘be born. Abra- 
ham fell on his face and laughed (Gen. 17: 17). and 
Sarah eavesdropped in a tent door and laughed (Gen. 
18: 10-13). Abraham’s laugh was the laugh of faith, 
and Sarah’s laugh was the laugh of skepticism, aiter- 
wards no doubt repented of. Every time his parents 
called the boy they said the word “laugh,” and what 
a reminder it must have been to them! We may well 
believe, too, that Isaac was a merry little lad, with 
the intense joy Gf his aged parents over the promise 
of his birth in his very heredity. His name must haye 
reflected his disposition. How the boy's soft, sweet 
laughter that day as he carried a load of altar wood 
_up Mt. Moriah must have cut into his father’s heart! 
Well, your name as a Christian is Isaac, too. Paul 
says it when he declares in Galatians 4:29 that we 
are free-born Sarah's sons, not the slave-woman 
Hagar’s. “Laughter” is our “born again” name. Are 
you living up to yours? 


Degeneration ? 


‘events recounted in the Bible—whole libraries of these 
clay cylinders, Thus does God mock at the wisdom of 
unbelieving man, and vindicate the old Book, His 
very voice speaking trom the dumb earth. The work 
of archeology is God’s hand-writing upon the wall of 
the banquet ha‘l of evolution’s sacrilegious carnival. 

Evolution would have the world believe that _ in 
man’s history and in the history of nature, everything 
goes forward by development, evolution. But in man’s 
history, as in nature's history, the “progress is always 
backward”—dezgeneration written on everything. 

And this is just as true in the matter of religion 
as elsewhere. In this is revea a most wonderiul 
and instructive law, though so far it as I know it has 
never received a name. According to its working, 
man religiously and morally has been kept zoing by 
periodic crises in his history. These crises have been 
God’s supernatural interferences, picking man up 
again and again, at the foot of his toboggan slide, 
lifting him back to a working level by supernatural 
intervention, and starting kim on again. Yet, with 
Rand start, he was soon again on toboggan 
slide. 

Adam’s fall ran the whole length of the toboggan 
in one generation: his firstborn becoming a fratricide. 
By supernatural intervention, a holy seed was given, 
and in Seth the race started again with God. In a 
very short time, the fatal law of degeneration had 
wrought till only cight people were fit to live: and 
God drowned the earth with the flood. 

Starting again in Noah, offering his sacrifice on 
coming from the ark, and under covenant with God, 
as soon as the earth was again peopled the pride of 
their hearts was such that God scattered them abroad 
to found the nations of the earth. And their con- 
fusion of language and national scparation has con- 
tinued to this day. 

Next, out of the ruck God calls a heathen Chal- 
dean, Abram, and makes him Abraham; and from 
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them good land. 
In a few a they were so peppery 
Ged drove and again they were a race 0 
mn far East, near where Abraham came 
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even here the fatal law of degeneration still 
“He came unto his own, and they 
his own received him not.” They rejected 
viour, cried “His blood be upon us and upon 
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our this day poor scattered Israel 
has been the football of the whole world, hated, 
smitten, spit upon. Israel's history in the land 
stopped; two thousand years of suspended Jewish 


while God has been calling out 


been abundantly disclosed in 
the cup of the world’s iniquity is full, 
of Satan in the realm of Christianity 
great apostasy,” then Gel is 
to pick up the world—but this time in 


days of Noah, so shall it be also 

of man.” Jesus Christ, the 
to sweep back to this earth, 
ride; then with his Bride to 
ly, and reign in triumph over this 


earth, red with the blood of 
rst time since the fall ofAdam 
imax of world peace, under the mil- 
reign of “The Prince of Peace.” What a 
prospect ! 
How different, too, this history of degeneration and 
crisis, from the poor theory of evolution! Yet noth- 
convinces those bitten with its deadly fangs. 
Even this unparaileled world war does not seem to 
have any message for them! 
With this lesson before us; with degeneration met 
by supernatural crisis throughout the whole history 
to the present; and with clear notice spread alarm- 
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- blind folly of it all! 
Even now saying that there will never be 
another war after this one.- While God has said that 
the worst one of all is yet to come! os 

“Now the Spirit expressly declares that in later 
times some will fall away from the faith, givin 
heed to deceiving spirits and the teachings o 
demons; through the hypocrisy of men who teach 
falsely and have their own consciences seared as 
= . hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:1, 2, Weymouth’s trans- 

tion ). 

Here we have a dark crisis predicted at the end 
of the church age, very different from the evolution 
teaching of a gradual climbing up to a millennium by 
development in goodness. And the source of the 
apostasy is specifically pointed out: Satan’s demons. 
And it is to be an apostasy “from the faith”—from the 
doctrines of salvation. 

But it is in the great t uth of the second coming of 
Christ that Satan has done his shrewdest work upon 
the doctrines. As we have seen, the last great crisis 
of the age is to be the sudden appearing of Christ in 
the heavens, catching up His Bride and then com- 
ing in judgment to deliver the world from the age- 
long dominion of sin and Satan. The kingdom is to 
be set up when the King comes to reign. e happy 
thousand years is to come, the golden age of song 
and story, after the King has come. : 

But evolution has grafted upon the teachings of 
the churches a millennium -vithout tne coming of the 
xing; without judgment; without putting down sin. 
Man is to develop into sainthood; sin is gradually to 
disappear from the earth’; the golden age is to crown 
man’s natural goodness; then Christ is to be invited 
to come and reign over this man-made kingdom 
through a thousand happy years. 

Brethren, it is not so! God’s Holy Word stands! 
Depravity is met by life from above! Degeneration 
is put away by regeneration! Calvary is the center of 
the world’s history! The cure for sin is adequate! 
God's holy law, broken again and again by every son 
of Adam, is fully satisfied! Moreover, man’s 
wounded and guilty conscience is cleansed, satisfied 
as the guilty sinner sees his sin laid upon “One that 
was mighty”! Amen! ; 
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Can We Know Who Are Saved? 


Im the light of the four following Scripture passages, 
ie it wot possible for us to know who are saved and who 
are mot saved? 

“Therefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 
7 > 2). 

“By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, 
if ye have love one to another” (John 13 : 35). ‘ 

“Wherefore let us keep the feast, not with old 
leaven, neither with the leaven of malice and wicked- 
mess, but with the unleavened bread of sincerity and 
truth” (1: Cor. $: 3% See also verses 1-8). 

“If ye know that he is righteous, ye know ihat every 

deeth righteousness is begotten of him” 


—A Maryland Pastor. 


The great message of the Bible is this: works are 
mot the supreme test of salvation; belicf is the su- 
preme test. “To them gave he the right to become 
children of God, even to them that belicve on his 
name” (John 1:12). “To him that worketh nox, but 
believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his 
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for righteousness” (Rom. 4: 5). 
therefore, definitely know that all those 
what God has declared about his only be- 
Jesus Christ, that he is “the Lamb of 
taketh away the sin of the world” (John 
not perish, but have eternal life (John 
may not always be able to state with 
whether this or that particular person 
and savingly believed on -Jesus Christ. 
sibility, not ours, to give the verdict 
us be careful, when we are attempt- 
her a person is saved or unsaved, 
base our judgment primarily, not upon that 
works, but upon that person’s belief. This 
e whole message of the Bible, and there is noth- 
im the four passages quoted by the Maryland 
pastor that states otherwise. 

When Jesus said, for example, “Therefore by their 
fruits ye shall know them” (Matt. 7:20), he was 
sneaking of prophets, teachers, those who claimed to 

God’s spokesmen, He told his hearers to beware 
of false prophets, and he said that prophets could be 
tested or known by their fruits: the good tree would 
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bring forth good fruit, the corrupt tree would bring | 





forth evil fruit. 
man can bring forth is simple belief in the Word of 
God. “This is the work of God,” said Jesus on an- 
other occasion, “that ye believe on him whom he 
hath sent” (John 6:29). The false prophets, raven- 
ing wolves in sheep’s clothing, against whom Jesus . 
was warning his hearers were the religious leaders 


But the first good fruit that any 


of that day who rejected the Word of God and the 
Son of God. They were not bringing forth the “good 
fruit” of belief m God. They could be tested by 
their lack of that fruit. 
Belief in Christ as Saviour enables men to love one 
another with the utterly supernatural, perfect love 
ef God. It is an absolutely new kind of love, which 
the unsaved, unbelieving, unregenerate man cannot 
krow or express. The night before his crucifixion 
Jesus said to his disciples, who were believing on him 
as the Christ, “A new commandment I give unto you, 
that ye love one another; even as I have loved you, 
that ye also love one another.” And then he went on 
to say, “By this shall all men know that ye are my 
disciples, if ye have [that supernatural, rist-con- 
sisting} love one to another” (John 13: 34, 35). When 
we sce persons showing supernatural, -given, 
Christ-cosisting love for one another, we may indeed 
know that they are members of the body of Chri.t. 
But let us not mane the mistake of saying tht we 
can necessarily know that those who do not show 
that love are not members of the body of Chr.st, and 
not saved. For the New Testament Epistles, .n which 





Are you already making plans to begin master- 
ing the Gospel of Mark unth your Sunday-school 
class a few weeks from now? You know the 
Improved Uniform Lessons start in January 
with a six-months’ course in Mark. The Sunday- 
School Times Lesson Depariment will be the 
strongest it has ever had—and Dr. C. 1. Scofield 
joins the staff with an every-week word on 
“The Prophecy in This Lesson.” Is there a 
single worker in a school or church not iak- 
ing the Times? If so, just ask that one to read 
page 738 in this issue. 
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the ings of Christ were carried farther 

by the Holy Spirit, than Jesus himself could give 
them during his earthly life-time, we find i 
endings en Thay Fiyeen Mosely may 
born-again Christians. The passage in 1 


§: 1-8 mentioned by the Maryland pastor is a tragic . 


instance of this. Paul is writing about the gross sin 
of a believer. He speaks of the bodily and temporal 
penalty which that believer must pay for his sin, not 
that he shall be lost, but “that the spirit may be saved 
in the day of the Lord Jesus” (1 Cor. 5:5). He 
shows the Corinthian Christians that they must not 
receive in fellowship a believer who is living in open, 
deliberate sin; and then he concludes the paragraph 
with the passage quoted, exhorting believers to “keep 
the feast, not with old leaven, neither with the leaven 
of malice and wickedness, but with the unleavened 
bread of sincerity and truth.” But so far from sug- 
gesting that any one who sins is thereby giving evi- 
dence that he was never saved, that passage in Cor- 
imthians distinctly states the opposite: that the saved 
believer may sin, and yet, if he is a true believer, 
= be saved through the grace of God in Jesus 

rist. 

The final passage quoted (1 John 2:29) declares 
that, like the love-evidence, every one who does right- 
eousness is begotten of him who alone is our right- 
eousness, Christ himself. No one can “do righteous- 
ness,” or show forth the supernatural, righteous “life 
that is Christ,” except one who has been born again, 
by the Holy Spirit, of Him who alone is righteous. 
But here again, let us not mistakenly assume that 
every one whom we may see doing unrighteousness 
is necessarily unsaved; for we have seen that the 


carnal Christian can and does sin even though saved. 


We come back to the fundamental declaration of 
the Word of God, that whosoever believes on the only 
begotten Son of God has eternal life. That life may 
express itself gloriously, or it may be choked or re- 
pressed ; but it cannot die: for it is eternal life. 
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Was Benjamin a 
Southern or Northern Tribe ? 


In your issue of September 29 Dr. Griffith Thomas 
refers to Benjamin as a Northern tribe. I brought this 
up in my Sunday-school class, and the poirt was made 
that Benjamin was a Southern tribe, in view of 1 Kings 
12:21, “And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, 
he assembled all the house of Judah, and the tribe of 
Benjamin,” etc. In this chapter it looks as though 
Benjamin was of the Southern kingdom. However, my. 
Bible maps show Judah and Simeon as in the Sovthern 
kingdom and Benjamin in the Northern xingdom.—A 
Virginia Sunday-school Teacher. 


It is true that in : Kings 12:20 it is stated that 
Judah alone followed the house of David, and yet in 
the very next verse the tribe of Benjamin is men- 
tioned as included. Thus: 


And it came to pass, when all Isracl heard that 
Jereboam was returned, that they sent and called him 
unto the congregation, and made him king over all 
Israel: there was none that followed the house of David, 
but the tribe of Judah only. 

And when Rehoboam was come to Jerusalem, he 
assembled all the house of Judah, and the tribe of 
Benjamin, a hundred and four score thousand chosen 
men, that were warriors, to fight against the house of 
Israel, to bring the kingdom again to Rehoboam the son 
of Solomon (1 Kings 12: 20, 21). 


As Benjamin was so long the rival of Judah, being 
the tribe from which Saul came, it is somewhat of a 
surprise to read that it had become separated from 
the leadership of its powerful neighbor, Ephraim. 
Rut apparently when the ten tribes fell away Benja- 


-min adhered to Judah; and it is more thar >robable 


that this was largely due to the fact that Jerusalem 
was on the boundary line between Benjamin and 
Judah, and this had doubtless brought the two tribes 
into close contact, or, as one writer puts it, had 
“rivetted them together as by a cramp.” The same 
author traces a gradual tendency of the ten tribes to 
become federated under Ephraim, and a growing 
alliance and community of interest between Judah 
and Benjamin. And as Benj2zmin seems to have 
realized that separation from Judah would mean the 
loss of Jerusalem, old jealousies were sacrificed to 
— interests, and Benjamin cast in its lot with 


But it would seem that some portions of Benjamin 
were incorporated in the Northern kingdom; and in 
view of the repeated mention of one tribe oniy as 
faithful to David (1 Kings 11:13, 32-36), we may 
clearly assume that part only of the tribe of Benja- 
min followed Rehoboam. os 

Se we may say that from one standpoint Benjamin 
belonged to the North and from another to the South, 
and her geographical position had much to do with 
this fact. The article in the “Interr.ational Standard 
Bible Encyclopedia” :remarks that it seems probable 
that, as a had become the royal city of the 
house of David, the adjoining parts of Benjamin 

roved i, while the more distant joined the 


orthern kingdom. After the downfall of Samaria, 
Judah assumed control of practically the entire terri- 
tary of Benjamin (2 Kings 23° 45, 19). 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 30 (Review) | 


NCE again the International Uniform Sunday- 
1 Lessons are to be occupied with the 
heart of the Bible in the story of our Lord; and 
the fact that the — Spee ot Mark is to , = 
offers a special sp id opportunity for 
thoro’ study and mastery of this shortest and yet 
invaluable Gospel. - ‘ : 
lt will help toward a proper understanding of this 
paxt of Scripture if we look at it first of all in its 
setting, in the light of other parts of God's Word. 


L The Place of the Gospels in Scripture 

The place of the four Gospels in the Bible calls for 
careful notice, because we are thereby enabled to see 
how the Bible is one Book. Four words will help 
us to link the whole of God’s revclation. 
In the Old Testament we are concerned entirely with 
Preparation glans the three lines of the expected 
Messiah as Prop mat, Priest, and any? The Penta- 
teuch shows the need of a Priest ; the historical books 
the need of a King; and the poetical and prophetical 
books the need of a Prophet. Then in the New 
Testament we have the four Gospels, which may be 
summed up iu the word Manifestation; and we see 
that the three lines of Old Testament Preparation 
are met and realized in the coming of our Lord, and 
we gre now enabled to sing, “Jesus, my Prophet, 
Priest, and King.” Then follows the section cover- 
ing Acts and the Epistles, to.which may be given the 
term Appropriation, showing in various ways how 
the. Lord is received, appropriated, applied and ap- 

iated in the life of individuals and communities. 
Finally the New Testament closes with the book of 
Revelation, to which we may give the term Consum- 
mation, indicating the future outlook and culmina- 
tion of everything that preceded in the purpose and 
plan of God. ‘ oie 

But we must not forget that the term “Gospel” is 
never applied in the New Testament to a book, but 
always and only to “ news,” and when we speak 
of the “Gospel of Mark” we really mean the good 
news of Jesus Christ as recorded by Mark (1:1). 
We are, therefore, to be occupied with the good 
news of Christ’s Person and Work, for, of course, 
he is essentially the Christian Gospel. This is the 
meaning of the oft-quoted phrase, “Christianity is 
Christ”; and a word of the late Dr. R. W. Dale is 
full of illumination at this point, as explanatory of 
the record in these four “Gospels.” He said that 
Jesus Christ did not come to preach the Gospel, but 
that there might be a Gospel to preach. 

And yet we shall continue to speak of these records 
as Gospels, though it is necessary for us to bear in 
mind the primary meaning of the word as “good 
news.” Ofiginally, the announcement concerning 
Christ was necessarily oral, as men went from place 
to place telling the story by word of mouth. But it 
was not very long before a written record was found 
necessary, and quite a number of writers seem to 
have attempted this, many of them with apparent 
lack of success (Luke 1: 1-4). 

The first three ——. Matthew, Mark, and Luke, 
are usually called Synoptic, because they ‘can be 
“viewed together” a« giving a similar picture of 
Christ’s life and ministry. But it is better to con- 
sider all four Gospels together, because, while John 
deals largely with a separate part of Christ’s min- 
istry on earth, there is sufficient of a general plan 
to show that the four Gospels form one complete 
whole and should not be-unduly separated into the 
usual Synoptic and Johannine portions. 


i. Why Four Gospels? 

At once comes the question as to why there should 
be four,—why one would not have been sufficient; 
and also why, if more than one, there are only four. 
There seems to be no doubt that the four are in- 
tended to express different, yet connected, aspects 
of the life and ministry of our Lord. As it is often 
said, there are four spels and ore Christ; four 
gecords with one purpose; and four pictures of the 
one Person. It is probable that no single Gospel 
could have set forthr the fulness and glory of our 


O 
: 


_ Lord’s Person and Work. 


It has often been said that as there were four 
different sections of the community in Christ's time, 
three of them belonging to different races, such a 
fourfold record was needed to meet the characteristic 
features of various peoples. Matthew undoubtedly 
wrote for the Jews, and this is the reason why there 
are so many references to, and quotations from, the 


Old Testament. Luke seoms to have had the Greeks ° 


rticularly in view, for the element of perfect man- 
iness is a special feature of the portrait he draws 
of Christ, and is in harmony with the highest ideals 
of the Greeks. John writes with the definite purpose 
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“How to Study the Gospel of Mark 


By the Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 


this article. It is an inspiring unfolding of the 

riches of this dynamic book which super- 

ly describes a“ Person of Power who could 
do things.” Almost everything that you and your 
pempagl ie Nye nar th heel or Sycaton® Dye meg 
during the coming six months’ study, 
here in this article by Dr. Griffith Thomas, or 


Many teachers and members of classes will 
want to keep the article at hand in their Bibles 
during the coming six months; The Sunday Schcol 
Times is therefore publishing it also in convenient 

‘pamphlet form at 5 cents for two copies, or 3 
cents each, postpaid. 








of leading to faith in Christ (20:31), and, as such, 
his Gospel would be particularly appropriate to men 
of all races who exercised faith in Jesus Christ. 
Mark is undoubtedly written in such a way as to 
impress the Romans, for as the average Roman 
cared little for teaching, vut a great deal for action, 
the deeds of Christ are emphasized in this Gospel 
rather than His words. 

These differences of race will also help us to under- 
stand the four different, though complementary, 
pictures of Christ in these Gospels. Matthew's has 
been well described as “the profile picture,” the 
characteristic of a profile being a clear-cut outline 
against a background (the Old Testament). Maik’s 
picture has been called “the steel engraving,” the 
characteristic thing about a steel engraving being its 
impression of “clearness, openness, and strength.” 
Luke’s has been described as “the half-toned pic- 
ture,” a modern process which is the result of light 
streaming through a network of lines and produc- 
ing a plate “characterized by a certain softness and 
beauty of finish.” In Luke the Deity of Christ is 
“shaded and toned,” and at the same time beautified 
by his rare Humanity. John’s picture is “the life- 
sized portrait,” intended for the world in general 
and especially for the believer (“The Fascination of 
the Book,” by E. W. Work, Fleming H. Revell Com- 
pany, New York, $1.25 net).. 

It is also interesting to look at these differences 
in the light of four passages from the Old Testa- 
ment, all referring to the Messiah as “the Branch.” 
Matthew answers to Jeremiah 23:5: “I will raise 
unto David a righteous Branch, and he shall reign 
as king.” Mark answers to Zechariah 3:8: “My 
servant the Branch.” Luke answers to Zechariah 
6:12: “The man whose name is the Branch.” = 
answers to Isaiah 4:2: “The branch of Jehovah.” 

In a similar way each Gospel may be ch.racterized 
by an Old Testament tcxt containing the word “be- 
hold.” “Behold thy king” (Zech. 9:9); “Behold my 
servant” (Isa. 42:1); “Behold the man” (Zech. 
6:12); “Behold your God” (Isa. 40:9). 

The literary relations between the Gospels are a 
matter of difference of opinion betwcen scholars, and 
sca-cely any two Harmonies agree. What is known 
as the Synoptic problem is not only unsolved, but is 
perhaps insoluble. This may suggest. the wisdom of 
giving primary attention to all the Gospels at once 
and not to three only. On the main points there is 
substantial agreement that Christ’s ministry was ex- 
ercised first in Judea (John 1 to 4); then in Galilee 
(bulk of Matthew and Mark); then in Judea again, 
closing with the last week is. Jerusalem, in which 
all four Gospels unite. All this makes it important 
to remember that each Gospel is best studied sepa- 
rately, first of all, before any attempt is made to 
view the genera) unity of all, 2 


Ill. The Features of Mark’s Gospel 


Concentrating attention on the one Gospel which 
is-now to be studied in the 1918 lessons, Mark, the 
following are the most important points: 


1. Authorship of Mark’s Gospel. There is no doubt 
that this Gospel came from the man named Mark or 
John Mark, son of a Jewish woman, Mary of Jecru- 
salem, and cousin of Barnabas. The story of Mark 
can be traced in the following passages (Acts 12: 25; 
13:5, 15; 15: 37-39). Later on, he evidently recov- 
ered his lost position (Col. 4:10, 11; 2 Tim. 4:11). 
Peter was the means of his conversion (1 Pet. 5: +f 

There is also practically no doubt that this Gospel 
represents the teaching and influence of Peter. A 
fairly carly tradition associates the Gospel with 
Peter's dictation, and several details confirm this tra- 
dition. It has also been Often remarked that the 
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scope of the Gospel corresponds to the outline of 
Peter’s address to Cornelius (Acts 10: 37-41) and 
that the book is in harmony with Peter's character 
as impulsive, impressionable, emotional and active 
rather than argumentative, logical, and doctrinal. 

2. Date of Mark's Gospel. It is more than like! 

that this Gospel was written somewhere about A. 
55, if not, as some think, earlier, A good deal de- 
pends upon the dates of Luke and Acts, for if Acts is 
put at A. D. 62, it presupposes Luke, which in turn 
presupposes Mark. 

3. Purpose of Mark’s Gospel. As the specific ob- 
ject of the Gospel is nowhere stated, it can only be 
derived or inferred by careful reading. We see Mat- 
thew’s purpose im lied in the first verse; Luke 
(1: 1-4) tells us of the circumstances in which he 
came to write; and John (20:31) states ——— 

urpose. It has been thoughtfully suggested that 

ark 10:45 really indicates the object and general 
idea of his own Gospel, and it is pretty certain that 
it was intended to record the story of Christ as 
Peter had preached it. 

But there is a specific element in it which clearly 

ints to the Gospel as having been intended for 

omans. That it was for Gentiles rather than for 
Jews can asily be seer. from the translation of cer- 
tain Aramaic expressions (3:17; 5:41; 7:11; 10: 46; 
14: 36; 15: 22), as well as in the explanation of Jew- 
ish customs (14:12; 15:42), and the absence of 
quotations from the Old Testament in Mark's own 
narrative (1:2 only). The supreme thought with 
the Romans was that of power, and this is a special 
feature of the Gospel which emphasizes the activity, 
authority, and energy of Christ, his deeds rather 
than his words. Like the great Roman Julius Cesar, 
whose commentaries on his Gallic Wars are marked 
by the word “swiftly,” so here we get the very fre- 
quent repetition of “straightway,” indicative of the 
constant movement and activity of Christ. There are 
also certain expressions which indicate the Latin 
language, like Legion, Centurion, and others, again 
suggesting the Roman destination, 
ut perhaps most definite and obvious of all is the 
clear reference to the great idea of Isaiah, known as 
the Servant of Jehovah. As Matthew takes up one 
thought of Isaiah in the kingship, so Mark seems to 
associate himself with the other, and this thought of 
Service may be the explanation of the absence of a 
genealogy and of all reference to Christ's early life, 
together with the strong emphasis on. his works and 
remarkable activities. Yet the Servant is the 
Teacher (as in Isa, 50: 4), though his teaching may be 
said to arise out of his works (1:21; 2:13; 6:6). 
And so we may perhaps say that this Gospel is the 
record of the almighty power of the Divine Servant 
as he is doing deeds of kindness, teaching the truth, 
and fighting evil. 

4. Plan of Mark’s Gospel. The general contents of 
Mark’s Gospel extend from the ministry of John the 
Baptist to the Resurrection, and thus agree, as 
already noticed, with Peter’s preaching (Acts 10: 
37-43). There is no mention of the early ministry 
in Judea and Samaria before John was cast into 
prison (John 1 to 4). 

There is no essential difference among Bible 
students as to the main lines of the Gospel referring 
to the ministry in Galilee (1:14 to 9:50), in Judea 


(10), and during the last week in Jerusalem (11 to — 


16). The only question is as to where the precise 
divisions should be placed. The following outline 
will perhaps suffice for detailed study, though it will 
be useful to compare it with those given by various 
writers : 
Part I. Preparation for Service: t: 13. 
1. “John came” (vs. 1-8). 
2. “Jesus came” (vs. 9-13). 
Part II. Service in Eastern Galilee: t: 14 to 7:23. 
I. 1: 14-45: Opening of ministry. Result, excite- 
ment. 
2. 2:1 to 3:6: Progress of ministry. Result, 
opposition. 
3. 3:7.to 6:6: Continuance of ministry. Result, 
increased opposition. 
4 a to 7:23: Beginning of the training of the 
welve. 


Part Ill. Service in Northern Galilee: 7:24 to 


9: 30. 

Note in this section that the excitement and op- 
position of the previous section led to con- 
flict and the retirement of Christ and his 
disciples to the extreme North. ' 


Part IV. Service as going towurds Jerusalem: 
9:3! to 10: §2. 
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Chsist is seen to come into Galilee again and to 
start for his last journey to the capital. 
“Past V. Service in Jerusalem: 11:1 to 13: 37. 
events of the last week with the special 
thought of authority as claimed by Christ and 
refused by the Jews. 
Part VL Service unto Death: 14:1 to 15: 47. 
The various incidents connected with the seizure, 
trial, sufferings, and death of Christ. 
Past VII. Service Crowned: 16: 1-20. 
; The story of the Resurrection and its conse- 


This outline of our Lord’s life, as given in this 
may be usefully compared with the prophetic 
5 Se SS gereaes a Tented 58: 12 10 c 
. geriptive of the Servant’s history: (1) Exaltation 
. a. $2: 33-15); (2) Rejection (Isa. 53: 1, 2); (3) 
(v. 3: (4) Atonement (vs. 4-6) ; (5) Suf- 
- fering C.F ; (6) Death (vs. 8, 9); (7) Tri 
12 


vs. 
It is also interesting to look at this outline in the 
py Paul’s great passage in Philippians 2: 5-11, 
ich may be said to represent stage by stage the 
. various aspects of the Divine Servant in his conde- 
scension an exaltation. 
§ Characteristics of Mark's Gospel. Out of the 


:12, de- 


umph 


. many points seen in this Gospel, the fol- 
i seem to call for special attention: (1) 
Vividness. It is full of graphic details and great 


picturesqueness, indicating the impressions of an eye- 
witness. The effect on the crowds and on the dis- 
ciples of Christ's words and actions is seen (1: 22-27; 
: 12; 6: 56, and many more). Christ's human per- 
sonality is also very prominent, including his ¢-* 
sigh (7: 34); his tender love (10: 21) ; his astomon- 
12); his anger (3:5; 10:14); his need of 
rest (6: 31); and of food (11: 12).- The use of ©. 
present tense in the Greek is particularly striking. 
(See Westcott, “Introduction to the Study of the 
Four Gospels,” pp. 366-368, The Macmillan Company, 
’ New York, $3.40). (2) Minuteness. Mark is very pre- 
; circumstantial as to gestures, words, people, 
and postures. He records times of the day and other 
, The whole Gospel is quite striking for its 
minuteness of statements. (3) Activity. Unlike 
Matthew, in whose.Gospel Christ's teaching is promi- 
nent, Mark deals with deeds rather than with words. 
The term “straightway” occurs no less than 42 times 
im contrast with 7 in Matthew and 1 in Luke. And 
the entire Gospel impresses a reader with its con- 
stant movement and striking power. Our Lord’s 
activity is secn to be tireless. (4) Quiet Yet, side 
by side with this incessant activity, there are several 
occasions when Christ is recorded to have retired 
from the crowds for rest and communion with God. 
6 Mark's Picture of Christ. The theme or thesis 
of Mark's Gospel is seen in the very first verse: “The 
beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.” This word “beginning” is particularly note- 
‘ worthy, because the writer evidently sets out to show 
how the Good News which consisted ip the Person 
and Work of Christ originated. Thére are other 
passages in the New Testament which tell of 
this beginning, and they should be carefully com- 
eg with this statement. (Acts 1:1; 10:36; 
eb. 2:3). The Gospel depicts Christ in three 
aspects: (1) His Person. He is both “Son of 
God” and “Son of Man.” The first half of the 
Gospel closes with the confession of Peter (8:29), 
while the second half ends with the crowning 
proof of Christ’s Deity in the Resurrection. Then, 
too, the opening of the first part speaks of the Divine 
voice bearing testimony to the Lord (1:11), and the 
second part opens in the same way (9:7). (2) His 
Work. In 10:45 we see that the Person of Christ 
:eame to do the work of salvation, and it is particu- 


-_ 
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larly interesting to observe how this verse summar-' 


izes the entire 1: (a) “The Son of man came” 
(1: 3-13); (b) “Not to be ministered unto, but to 
imi (1:14 to 9:50); (c) “To give his life a 
ransom for many” (10:1 to 16:20). (3) His Glory. 
The Christ who came to provide salvation is also de- 
* picted as coming again, and the future, as well as the 
past and the present, is thus filled with his presence, 
position, authority, and power. Scattered through- 
out the latter part of the Gospel, but especially in 
—— 13, the Coming of Christ is clearly taught. 
picture drawn of our Lord is just that 
which the Romans would value, a Person of power 
Bn Sin could —— s. Perhaps this has a — 
tion . tur im many respects people do 
not doubt the tondlon of Christianity to the Jewish 
past (Matthew), or the exquisite beauty of Christ’s 
manhood (Luke). What is feit is that Christianity 
must justify itself as adequate to our time and its 
great needs. This is to be found not in any prophecy 
or gencalogy, but in the present power of the living, 
active Christ. Ir, this — age people demand 
Christ who is able to do things. They are not con- 
cerned with fulfilment of old expectations (Matthew), 
and they do not trouble much about purely literary 
matters (Luke). It is for us, therefore, & means 
of this Gospel to show that the living Christ is able 
and willing to accomplish to-day what he did of old. 
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It is significant that the last picture of the Lord in 


Mark is of the ascended Christ going everywhere 
with the disciples and “working with them, and con- 
firming the word by the signs that followed” 
(16: 20). 

Among the very numerous works of all kinds 
available to students, only a selection can be given. 

1. Critical and Exegetical Commentaries. For 
Greek students there is nothing to compare with “The 
Gospel According to St. Mark,” by H. B. Swete 
(Macmillan Company, New York City, $4.75). <A 
good, but full and large English Commentary is on 

Gospel According to Mark,” b orison. 
Smaller works are the two volumes in the series of 
the “Cambridge Bible for Schools,” one by Maclear 
(out of print), and the more recent one by Plummer 
(G. P. Putnam’s Sons, New York City, 60 cents). 
Both are particularly useful. 

2. Homiletic and Practical Commentaries. A little 
book just out, “The Gospel of Mark,” by Charles R. 
Erdman, D.D., is full of the very material to give 
Sunday-schoo!l teachers a clear, suggestive view of 
the Gospel; the outline agrees almost exactly with 
the one given in the above article (Westminster 
Press, Philadelphia, 60 cents net). “Mark” in 
the Expositor’s Bible, by Chadwick (George H. 
Doran Company, New York City, 75 cents) ; two vol- 
umes in Maclaren’s “Exposition of Holy Scripture” 
(Doran, 25 vols. $25); two volumes in the “Devo- 
tional Commentary.” by J. D. Jones (Fleming H. 
tevell Company, Chicago and New York city, $1 a 
vol.) ; “Studies in Mark's Gospel,” by Dr. C. S. Rob- 
inson (American Tract Society, New York, paper, 
30 cents). 


3. Special Studies. “Studies in the Gospel Accord- 


“ing to Mark,” by E. D. Burton (University of Chi- 


cago Press, Chicago. $1.10 net) ; “Studies in the Life 
of Jesus Christ” (Part I on Mark), by E. I. Bos- 
worth (Association Press, New York City, 60 cents) ; 
“Bible Studies in Outline: Mark’s Gospel” (for study 
circles and individual use), by G. A. Gollock (Long- 
mans, Green, and Co., New York City, 50 cents net) ; 
“Four Portraits of the Lord Jesus Christ,” by George 
Soltau (C. C. Cook, New York, $1); “The Four 
Gospels,” by S. Ridout (Loizeaux Bros., 1 East 
33th Street, New York, $1.50); “The Portraiture of 
Jesus in the Gospels,” by A. L. Vail (Revell, 75 cents 
net); “Why Four Gospels?” by D Gregory 
(now out of print) ; “Introduction to the Study of the 
Gospels,” by Bishop Westcott (The Macmillan Com- 
pany, New York, $3.40); a fine chapter in “The Fas- 
cination of the Book.” by E. W. Woik (Revell, 
$1.25 net). 
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_ Harmony, should obtain “A Gospel Mon 
- ranged by W. J. Herschel (E. S. Gorham, New York 
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4 Life of Christ. The best two are dl Edersheim 
( ans, Green, and Co., New York, $3.50), 
and S. J. Andrews (Chas. Scribner’s Sors, New 
York, $2.50). For thorough study there is nothing 

i ual to the “Modern Students’ Life of Christ, 

(Revell, $1.25 net). 

5. Dictionaries. One of the best one-volume Bible 
Dictionaries is “Davis’ Westminster Bible Diction- 
ary” (The Sunday School Times Company, $2.75). 
The new “International Standard Bible Encyc 
pedia,” five volumes, has a splendid article on Mark 
and, of course, on all subjects cunnected with the 
Gospels (Address the Howard-Severance Company, 
Chicago, for prices and other details). 


6. ‘Harmonies. The best with the full text is “A 
Harmony of the Gospels,” by Stevens and Burton 
(Scribner’s, $1 net). For those who know Greek 
the Harmony by Dr. Edward Robinson is the one 
(Houghton Mitnin Company, Boston, $2 net). With- 
out the text, the “Outline Harmony of the Gospels,” 
by Dr. M. B. Riddle. (The Sunday School Times Co., 
10 cents; within stiff covers, 25 cents), and “Histori- 
cal Charts of the Life and Ministry of Christ.” with 
an outline harmony, by Croscup (The Sunday Schooi 
Times, $1), are truly valuable. Those who wish to 
read the Gospels in a continuous story, together with 
the entire texts of the four Gospels in a parallel 
m,” ar- 


City, $2). 

7. Geography. One book will suffice for all practi- 
cal purposes, “The Students’ Historical Geography 
of the Holy Land,” by W. W. Smith (The Sunday 
School Times, 75 cents). 

8. Special Editions. A_most useful edition of 
Mark its available in “The Students’ Expanded Bible,” 
consisting of text only, with wide margins for notes; 
it can be obtained in loose leaf or pamphlet form 
(Eugene Ayres, Buffalo, 35 and 45 cents). “Gospel of 
Mark and Its Message for To-day” (comments by 
Dr. F. B. Meyer), suitable for soldiers and sailors 
(American Sunday School Union, Philadelphia, 8 
cents each, $6.50 per 100). “The Gospel According to 
Mark,” with Sunday-school Lesson Helps (Bible In- 
stitute Colportage Association, Chicago, 5 cents each, 
$4.50 per 100). “The Gospel According to Saint 
Mark,” in modern English, from the Twentieth Cen- 
tury Testament, a most vivid and interesting render- 
ing (Revell, $5 per 100). : 

N. B.—A suggestive treatment of the Gospels with 
abundance of material of various kinds will be found 
in Part V of the “Companion Bible” (Oxford Uni- 
versity Press, New York, $2.25; leather, $3.75). 

Wyeurre Cotiece, Toronto. 








A Chinese Blacksmith’s Search for Water 


Aad his Christmas meditations over God’s soul-satisfying gift of Life 


By Charles Ernest Scott, D.D. 








“History repeats itself,” and never more interestingly than when it is Bible history. 

How this thirst-tortured blacksmith found the water that never fails seems like a 

modern repetition of that incident in our Saviour’s life when he taught by the side of 
the well of Samaria. 


S WE ‘rounded a turn of the valley we saw 

ahead of us, trudging over the sandy bottom of 

a stream dry in drought, an old man. He walked 
feebly and carried a long pole from which in front 
and behind hung an empty wooden water bucket. The 
sparse hair of his queue was blowing disheveled in 
the hot wind. 

From a long. way off we watched him. He stopped 
at a spot that once marked the deepest part of the 
flowing stream and began to dig in the sand with a 
pathetic little spade. His beard and hair showed 
startlingly white in the dazzling sunshine. 

In all its implications and local settings there are 
few more pathetic sights imaginable than that aged, 
bent figure searching for water, which to him meant 
Life. What made the situation ghastly dramatic was the 
fact that, rising almost sheer above us, was a high 
hill, the pinnacle of which was crowned with a temple, 
wherein sat (for I had visited them) several schem- 
ing priests, lazy and greasy, their lecherous eyes 
banked in layers of fat. Their acres were spacious, 
and they lived off the sweat of the people. 

They: were not only schemers, but powerful; for 
they had brazenly done this particular man out of his 
land in the valley beneath because of their pull with 
the yamen. 

And that was the reason why in his age the old 
man had turned to blacksmithing. And yet, steeped 


in sensuality as they were, they could and did dis- - 


course of the meaning of life, smugly uttering blas- 


_Phemies about the bliss of non-desire, the beatitude 


of transformation, and the joy of absorption into 
nothingness as of the drop into the fulness of the sea. 
But it was ashes to the people at the foot of the hill. 


In fear they nodded assent, but in their hearts they 
rebelled, helplessly treasuring up ugly things against 
a day of possible wreaking of vengeance upon a 
heartless gang. Humanly speaking, they richly de- 
served it for the reign of terror they had wrought, 
and because they had made this old man, like his 
fellows, know in his spirit only bitterness and disap- 
pointment of life. 


After greeting we sat down near him to rest,- 


watching him dig as fruitlessly as toilsomely: “No 
water here,” he muttered, “and no hope of any!” 
“But we can tell vou of water, and that which will 
satisfy!” Then he too sat down and listened, search- 
ingly and hungrily scanning our faces the while as 
we read and explained the fourth chapter of John. 
He was like that Samaritan woman, thirst unslaked 
though beside a well, even the Word of God’s Truth. 
And, thank God, as in the case of the Samaritan 
woman, it proved that he wantec the water that sat- 
isfieth even unto life eternal, 
“And it is a gift?” he asked. incredulously. “Why, 
everything in our religion we have to pay for,— 
candles, spirit money, jncense, public worship, re- 
ligious festivals, y»riests, private gots, and written 
eest and none of these satisfy me. It is as if I 
ad been all my days eating husks and drinking gall. 
I want to know a real God, near at hand, who can 
comfort my heart and give me peace!” : 
€ was unwittingly feeling after the truth so 
aptly expressed in the felicitous phrase of the poet: 
“Nearer is He than breathing, 
Closer than hands and feet.” 
Though the heathen world is full of despite done 
to the Son of God, yet everywhere there are in it 
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lips, and who rejoice with ny ee in thcir 
cag and new-found love. e Divinity of Jesus, 

is worthwhileness to be worshiped, is self-evidenc- 
ing to such a sincere seeker. The Holy Spirit works 
work in a man’s heart. That is, indeed, one of 
his chief functions. Pk. 

It is not a “Chinese characteristic” for a peasant 
to decide quickly to accept some new and strange 
doctrine, especially to embrace a forei religion. 
This man did that thing; but it was only after we 
had sat there teaching him and praying a long while 
with him. At first he ruefully shook his head: 
“It cannot be for such as me. I am too unimpor- 
tant and too unworthy!” This attitude is not un- 


E 


In the Scripture men’s natural doubt of such grace 
gave rise to the question: “Why should it be thought 
a ~~ that God should raise the dead?” 
Yet was anxious to believe; and, as a drowning 
man would grasp at a straw, he continued to query 
with eager concern: “Are you sure He will pity me 
as He did that woman?” At last all doubts were 
dissipated; and before we parted he said radiantly: 
“You see those blackbirds tiere?” He pointe to a 
pair opposite us. We had for some minutes 
pc ane By we a age Their ng ae two 
goa ually drawn near us, finally to 
wn on the sand beside us and listen, and to do 
tricks for us with their pets, which are reputed among 
the Chinese to be little amenable to discipline and hu- 
friendship. Yet, despite the fact of their being 
in health and and with wings unclipped, they 
refused to leave their young masters.. Though un- 
a to any string, when thrown up into the air 
they persisted in promptly flying back and perching 
upon the hands of their owners, or, with a con- 
ted little gurgling croak, snuggling down in their 


sit do 
man 


ten 
nen tal know the reason?” he asked. We surmised, 
food and drink from their babyhood, and they sat- 
isfy them, Their bondage is better than their wild 
picking!” 

“Ah! that is it!” he continued: “I am contented 
with this Lord. By His mercy I will not leave Him. 
He is the true Water of Life; wonderful gift!” Then, 
with his water buckets still empty, he went his way 
and we ours; but his heart was singing, for he had 
begun to slake his soul-thirst; he had taken the 


let him answer: “These masters have given them 


_ initial steps of training for Heaven, namely repent- 


ance and trust—“letting go and letting God”; and we 


- too were glad beyond words. 


I next saw him six months later, just before Christ- 
mas; he was in his smithy, stronger now than on 
that hot summer day, and vigorously trying to drive 
a cold-chisel through a tough sheet of iron, After 
hearty greetings he explained that this particular 
piece of iron was part of “the fort with a reputa- 
tion.” 

“What is that?” 

“Why, you know, in the siege of Tsingtao, all the 
forts surrendered about the same time except one, 
whose gunners either did not get the signal or would 


‘mot give in. Their machine guns continued to mow 


down the advancing lines of the enemy after the 
white A. 5 had elsewhere been run up; and when 
the attackers finally got to them in fury they used 
their picks and spades, as well as bayonets, to mur- 
der surviving defenders. That fort was hudu 
to both sides; and the Japanese officials auctioned 2s 
old iron to the highest bidders the wrecked guns and 
machinery of this ‘bad luck fort.’ And I bought a 
piece of junk in Chi Mei City. It resists much 
teem ; but it is not harder than was my heart to 

eavenly Grace before I learned, Pastor, of the 
Great Gift of Love.” . 

Thus philosophizing, and not only cheerful, but 
manifestly full of joy, he talked on in his homely 
fashion about the ess of God. This was the 
more noteworth use, from the standpoint of 
that world in which he was all but engulfed, he at 
this glad season had so little to be glad about. 
Chinese blacksmiths are usually younger men and 
work in trios, because the occupation ordinarily re- 


— considerable physical strength, not only to do 


actual work of smithing, but because in order to 
make what even the Chinese consider a passable liv- 
ing they must trudge from village to village, pulling 
and pushing and carrying their kit ,and soliciting 
patronage. 
He had to work alone in his old age, and pick up 
what little trade he could from the peasants passin 
to and fro up and down this mountain valley trail. 
It was a precarious ning he eked out; and, oh, so 
fonely, without the comfort of wife and children. 
But he was not thinking of all that now; only of the 
quenched thirst he had experienced during the 
ae since we met; and of the Gift of Life that 
was his. . 
He had taught himself the Lord’s Prayer (which 
repeated several times daily), also memorized 
parts of the Sermon on the Mount and John, fourth 
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chapter. As we conversed it became manifest that 
od steep Nagar oP om gang eT te geo 
re in ° 

Water of Life (in which his life was now soaked 
and threugh which that stream now ran) began to 
pea something of its myn ene ty a \ 
so ing into receptivity and expanding in venly 

wer. How his interests had reached upward; how 
fie soul had burgeoned 


out 

With intense joy I gave myself to him that half 
day; to tell him more of the “Great Gift.” We read 
together Luke’s account of the Christmas story. In 
its naked but unearthly beauty it held him spellbound, 
nor had it ever before seemed so fascinating to me, 
sO exquisite in its simplicity, so wonderful in its 
mystery. pe : bia: 

The setting was st nge : the tiny, smo 
begrimed ja. which Fa as home and shop; the 
humble worker eager as the unlettered but sincere 
shepherds must have been to obey, and to see and 
learn the marvel of grace which heretofore had been 
hidden from heavenly beings and which for ages 
they desired to look into. : 

‘The seat of. the sunt wes like that of 2 child sb- 
sorbingly interested in a new marvel, and the more 
so as he manifestly and keenly realized that the 
Gift was for him. “And on carth peace among the 
men in whom he is well pleased,” he mused. “And 


Bible Memorizing 


The demend of Kore end Chine for Bible Success 
Bead Bcokiets greater than the supply 








729 


if I hate my sin and cleave to Him He is well 
= wai ond the Great Gift is mine always! Oh 

oO, r 

Then and there it seemed very fitting to us both 
that He who had not where to lay his hcad, who was 
born in a stable and swaddled among the gentle 
kine, who with his own hands labored many years in 
lowliness, who understood the inarticulate toilers, who 
on earth loved them even in their squa 
and woe, and who to-day knows that in China there 
are multitudes of common folk living wretchedly in 
the same hovel with their ox or their ass—it seemed 
to us that day inconceivable that such a Saviour- 
King would not receive this peasant workman, as he 
bowed his head, the tears streaming, and softly ut- 
tered: “I do, I do!” 

He had earlier accepted the Saviour, but this now 
was accepting the Christ to rule his life. This was 
fulness of fellowship. was something mystic, 
unearthly, sweetly solemn and satisfying about it, 
suggesting the atmosphere that enve the Magi, 
as they knelt before the King, the Rightful Lord, 
pouring out their costly gifts, though no richer or 
more acceptable than the blacksmith’s,—for in his 
homage he gave his all. 

There, together, lost in wonder, love, and praise, 
we caught vision of the Great Gift. 

Tsincrau, CHINA, 





in Heathen Lands 
By George T. B. Davis J 





turies behind us, confined to the minds and 
brains of the ‘holy men of old, who wrote and 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost.’ It 
lurks in the syllables to-day; and when the very 
words of the divine message are woven throughout 
the whole tissue of our minds they resemble electric 
wires along which the electric current can come.” — 
This is a sentiment from Dr. W. H. Fitchcett in 
the Bible Success Band Booklet for 1913. How 
wonderful that one book could be written, as 
helpful for one age as for another. “The Word of 
God is living and powerful,” and it foilows then 
that by memorizing it, life and power are stored 
away in the mind to be requisitioned by the heart in 
times of need. 
It is little wonder that the Bible Success Band has 
won its way as am agency of Gospel and of grace 
into heathen lands. Mrs. Anna I. Stewart, of Taiku, 


ad inspiration of the Bible does not lie cen- 


Korea, wrote The Sunday School Times in October, | 


1916, this message: : 

“I have been impressed by the fact that so little of 
the Word of God is being taught the servants. This 
I believe is true m the homeland as well as heathen 
lands.. In the home I speak of [in Korea], when the 
servants gather for prayers immediately after break- 
fast, they repeat the verse for the day, and review the 
preceding verses of the chapter they are learning, also 
reviewing one of the chapters previously learned. It 
is not easy work for these uneducated servants, but 
they do it, and do it well, and how they do study! 

“At any time one may see a Bible on the ironing 
board, or propped up near the wash tub, on the 
kitchen: table, or any place that work is being done, 
and the moving lips and earnest faces show they are 
truly meditating thereon day and night.” 

In spite of the awful conflict in which almost the 
entire world is en the year 1917 has been the 
greatest in the history of the Bible Success Band; 
and the number of booklets issued for 1918 promises 
to be almost double that of the ang reo In 
China alone over 25,000 of the 1917 lets were 
called for; and it is expected that at least 50,000 
of the 1918 booklets will be issued in Chinese: The 
Chinese Christians realize fully the blessing that 
comes from memorizing Scripture; and the mission- 
aries are keenly interested in promoting the move- 
ment throughout the Republic. Here is part of a 
letter which the Rev. T. H. ‘ fontgomery, of Tsingtau, 
sent to the Rev. George A. Clayton, of Hankow, who 
is promoting the Band throughout China: 

“At the meeting of our Chinese Presbytery it was 
decided to make an effort to place the B:ble Success 
Band Calendar in the hands of our Chinese con- 
stitvency. That would mean to give a calendar to 
each Christian and to each pupil in our schools, but 
to do this it will require a large number of calendars, 
as we have over 5,000 Christians and about 4,000 
pupils in our schools.” 

t me add ti:at less than half the number of cal- 
endars requested could be supplicd, on account of the 
great demaad from other parts of China also. An- 





A Christmas present with a twelve-month value in it ts the 19'8 
Bible Success Band Booklet. Its messages frum t armen’ 
feadcre are rich, and its bo sang toe fe a trlumph of ert. It may 
be ordered from The Sunday Schoo! Times Company, at 15 cts. for 


a single copy, or 12 cts. a cop, in an order for ten oF more 


‘ 
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other missionary, the Rev. H. Jowett, writing from 
the province of Hunan, China, says: 

“The idea of a daily verse is capital, and already I 
have had words of thanks from many of our people. 
I am trying to get them to do in their own families 
what I am doing in mine. That is, every — at 
prayers the folks repeat the verse for the day. it is 
very encouraging to note the keeuness and almost 
rivalry that is manifested. If the whole of our 
7,800 members can be induced to do this, it will make 
a big difference to their vocabulary, 

“I know of no better method for inducing a re- 
ligious state of mind and thought than by filling it 
out with Scripture texts. The prayers of those who 
use the calendars become richer and fresher, and 
their lives are sure to be made healthier. "Tis a jolly 
fine idea, all honor to the lady who has put these 
things into our people’s Lunds. She ought to know 
how very effectively she is helping to build up the 
characters of the Chinese Christians.” 

The work is growing so rapidly in China and Korea 
that funds are urgently needed for the maintenance 
of the movement in those countries. It is probable 
that in these two countries alone next year, over 
10,000,000 Bible Success Band Scripture verses will 
be memorized by the Chinese and Korean Christians. 
Think a moment of what this will mean in the lives of 
the Christians themselves and for the advancement 
of the kingdom of God in those lands. Donations 
may be sent to the founder of the movement, Mrs. 
E. A..R, Davis, care of The Sunday School Times 
Company, 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 

From far-off Australia comes a glowing testimony 
of the value of the movement to the people on the 
other side of the globe. Mr. G. E. Ardill, who is 
promoting the Band in New South Wales, writes to 
the founder: 

“You will be interested to learn of the progress of 
the Bible Success Band. We have one very bright 
spot in connection with the circulation of the booklet 
ata oo known as Scarborough, on our south coast. 
The d has been well established, and a large num- 
ber meet regularly on the Tuesday evening, and 
taking the topic texts for the week, deal with them. 
The secretary of the church writes me that it has 
proved an immense blessing to them, and several of 
the young people have made profession of faith in 
Christ as the result of the meetings, One of our 
City men is going down to conduct a week’s mission 
at the church, and I believe all the result of the 
working of the Band. 

“Other friends write us from various parts of the 
State, saying what a great boon it is to them that 
they had the booklet brorght under their notice. 
Away in places where reguiar church services are 
not held, Christian homes have taken up the work, 
and are keeping the folk together in the same way 
as ~~ are doing in Scarborough. If the Lord tarry 
I am hoping in His good pleasure to greatly extend 
the usefulness of the Band in the coming year.” 


Arve you posting your Sunday-school on the wonder- 
ful opportunity in the 1918 Improved Uniform Les- 
sons? A pamphlet telling all about it may be Sad, for 
free distribution, from The Sunday School Times Co. 
How many copies? 
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A Review Th t Was Different 


AVING often been impressed by the fact that 

the inner bensty of many h is entircly lost 

-Bby a more or less mechanical habit of hymn- 

singing to which most church-goers must plead guilty, 

1 took advantage of the opportunity a Quarter’s re- 

view offered, to let the words of various familiar 

+ my —= we cigh t youn Pipe in my Bible 
t of eac ion of our review. 

ag ber f ‘the class was ney paw Perm Be 

and a slip of paper on whic written 

— repo tes and texts given in an outline 

a Quarter’s lessons on the life of 


e agreed at the start that our should be 
to attempt to draw a heart-picture of Jesus Christ as 
of God, to which each would contribute one 


Son to 
then told a brief illustrative story of the first 
of which jromptly recognized that 
the ‘cey to the incident, and read it aloud; 
after which we Leena in omens the selected verses of 
suggested as being appropriate. 
he cight ions of the review was 
brief, condensed, to the point, and closely allied with 
the outstanding thought of the lesson. Every hymn 
camether will henceforth have a new sig- 
ni ¢ in the minds of us all. 
We havc never enjoyed a review more thoroughly 
than we did this one. Active attention and interest 


7 
° 
” om 
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ized the closing moments of praver. 
For the help of those who would like to try the 
the following outline of such a review for the 
ourth Quarter is given,—omitting the illustrative 
- ial, which every teacher can best choose for 
own : 


iF 


. Lesson 1.—Psalms of Deliverance. 


Central Thought: Laborers in the harvest fields of life. 
TMiustrative Story. 
Hymn: “He that goeth forth with weeping.” 
Lesson 2.—Returning from Captivity. 
Central Thought: The guiding providence of God. 
Story 


Hymne: “God moves in a mysterious way.” 
“Guide me, O Thow great Jehovah.” 

Lesson 3—The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated. 
Central Thought: 
they labor in vain that build it.” 


Hymns: “How pleasant, how divinely fair, O Lord of 
Hosts, thy dwellings are” (vs. 1, 4 5). 
“Safely through another week” (vs. 1, 3). 
Lesson 4.—Ezra’s eturn from Babylon. 
Central Thought: God’s care of His servants. 


Story. 
Hymas: “A mighty fortress is our God.” 
“How firm a foundation” (vs. 1 to 4). 
“God will take care of you.” 
Lesson 5.—Defeat through Drunkenness. 
Central Thought: The weakening effects of indulgence. 
St 


ory. 
Hymns: “In the hour of trial” (vs. 1, a). 
“Yield not to temptation.” 
Lesson 6—Nehemiah’s Prayer. 
— Thought: The offering of prayer. 


ory. 
Hymne: “Take it to the Lord in prayer.” 
“Prayer is the soul's sincere desise.” 
Lesson 7.—Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered. 
Central Theught: God's answer to prayer. 


Hymns: “There’s a wideness in God’s mercy” (vs. 2, 3). 
“They whe seek the throne of grace.” 
“Through all the changing scenes of life.” 
Lesson 8.—A Paalm of Thanksgiving. 
Central Thought: Thanking God. 


Hymns: “Praise God from whom all blessings flow.” 
“Sy Ged, I thank Thee who hast made.” 
“Awake, my seul, in joyful lays.” 
Lesson 9—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of Jerusalem. 
Central Theught: Working for God. 


Hymas: “Work, for the night is coming.” 
‘“AR unseen the Master walketh.” 
“My soul, be on thy guard.” 
Lesson 10.—Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the Law. 
Cevtral Thought: The Word of God. 


Hymas: “How precious is the Book divine.” 
“0 hew I leve Thy Law.” 
_ “Break thew the Bread of Life.” 
Lesson t1.—Nehemiah Enforces the Law of the Sabbath,’ 
Centrad Thought: The Lord's Day. 


Story. 
Hymns: “© day of reat and gladness.” 
“Thie is the day ef light.” 





“Except the Lord build the house, 
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aching Methods that Succeeded 


A secret of success, a warning sounded, a reward won, and a review that was interesting 


Lesson for the Messiah. 
Advent of the Messiah. 
momma Thought: The great prophecy fulfilled. 


tory. 
Hymns: “O come all ye faithful.” 
“It came upon the midnight clear.” 
“Joy to the world, the Lord is come.” 


—Catherine Culnan, Marinette, Wis. 
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A Sunday-School Teacher’s Rewards 


HE CAME into the town Sunday-school a silent, 
uncultured country boy. Faithful to his promise 
to his parents, he pr ie church and Sunday-school 
regularly. Hard pressed one Sunday, the superin- 
tendent of the Sunday-school asked the young man 
to take a class. He hesitated, but at Iength yielded 
to the superintendent’s request for him to go and “do 
the best that he could.” The ice being broken, the 
young man responded more readily when again called 
upon, and thereafter was often requisitioned to fill 
the place of absentees. A class was cventually give 
to him. With thankfulness to-God for this confi- 
dence placed in him by the superintendent, and for 
this opportunity thus to serve Him, yet with much 
humility, he undertook the new task. 


Being a regular teacher in that Sunday-school. 


meant more than teaching one class. Every quarterly 
review Sunday there was open school, when pastor, 
parents, and other friends of the school were especi- 
ally invited. Each of the teachers had to treat one 
or more lessons before the whole school, With a 
great deal of fear and trembling our young friend 
made his first attempt at addressing the Sunday- 
school and calling out of the scholars what they re- 
membered about those special lessons. This first at- 
tempt barely escaped being a complete failure. But 
he persisted and was soon able to arrest the attention 
of all, interest them in the lesson under consideration, 
and then clearly and impressively drive the truth 


From being a successful teacher this young man 
was elevated to the position of assistant superinten- 
dent, and on the death of his senior he was unani- 
oe ae to fill his place as superintendent of 

sc ‘ 

His steady progress in the Sunday-school was par- 
alleled by his progress in the business and social life 
of the town. Quietly, almost imperceptibly, he rose 
among his fellows to be recognized as a leader. In 
the time of a political crisis, he came forward as an 
earnest champion of right against wrong. His ready 
and telling eloquence on the platform was a surprise 
to most of his townsmen, who remembered the shy 
country lad. Soon afterward he was chosen to bear 
the standard, which he did successfully and became 
the representative of his people in Parliament. 

ing asked one day the secret of his ability to 
pay himself so clearly and tellingly, he promptly 


“Whatever ability I have as a public speaker, I 
owe it all to my work in the Sunday-school. 

The rewards of the Sunday-school teacher are not 
all bound up in the salvation and improvement of the 
schoiars. e is a reflex reward—he who would 
bless is pre-eminently blessed. A gentleman declared 
his intention to master some new subject and sought 
advice of his friend as to the best instructor. 

@ pupil, rather,” was the friend’s blunt and striking 
suggestion. And he was right. The labor, p-‘ience, 
and excitement of teaching one less informed iis the 
best method of not merely acquiring certain truths, 
but of most ly mastering them. For he 
cannot teach the t unless he masters it. 

Sunday-school teacher is a product in spiritual 
culture that is mage ag | worthy of study, and, when 
we consider not only his number but the excellent 
quality Bove the seat, maaan. there fd cause oj the 
most out ¢ ness upon rt of the 
Church of God, ee 

teacher’s rewards are, therefore, inward as 
well as outward. He himself, with his character, his 
enlightened mind, his heart of hope, or faith, and of 
love; his own sanctified soul, is one of the greatest 
of his rewards for faithful service to God at the 
head of his Sunday-school class, 

While we are glad that such is the case, the wisest 
will not work for the egoistic reward. His eye will 

upon the Master, and he will seek to do his 
Master's will. He will endeavor always, and most 
ee pean to deal faithfully with the scholars 


under his care—E. Ryerson Young, Jr., Port 
Carling, Muskoka, Can, . " . 
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Taking Too Much for Granted 


a ca ha a meee Gee 
any of attainment in Bible 
knowledge in her class, as one young woman learned. 
She had left her home in a small town to work in 
Boston and had teen teaching for a = a Sunday- 
school class in a fashionable suburb of the city before 
discovered that hardly a boy in the class of nine 
the manner of Christ’s death. The os ranged 

from twelve to fourteen years in age, had reached 


> the upper grades in school, and were all from “good 


families,” though none of the parents were church- 
going. The attendance was regular, attention good, 
and a strong class spirit. prevailed. : 

At the beginning of the year, when the lessons in 
the Gospels began, she determined to learn what 
foundation the boys had for the study, and at one of 
the club meetings had a “spelling down” on the life 
of Christ, asking only elementary facts, his mother’s 
name, his birthplace, his boyhood home, his early 
occupation, his work when a man, how he died, what 
came after death, Only two wére sure of his 
mother’s name, the majority knew his birthplace, and 
the most startling guesses were made as to his life- 
work. When it came to the question of his death, 
the first boy hazarded the statement that he dicd of 

eumonia, the others passed the question along til 
it came to the last and oldest, who after pointed 
questioning recalled that he had heard that he died 
on the cross. Some of the others thought that might 
be so. More than half of them were surprised and 
— to hear of the resurrection, although they had 
een singing in Easter cantatas for years. 

These answers were not made in sport. The boys 
respected their teacher and respected her reverence 
for sacred things so far as in them lay. They were 
used to similar contests in their club meetings and 
participated eagerly in them. It should be stated 
that one boy who had been brought up by a godly 


nurse and was well grounded in the Scriptures was — 


not present at this meeting. 

The teacher had only a few weeks more to bé in 
the city and with her class. Those few sessions she 
devoted to narrating the most wonderful story in 
the world, her inspiration being nine boy faces that 
lost their mischief and their wandering looks and 
settled into lines of deep attention. The absorption 
became almost painful as the account of the betrayal 
was given, and when the climax of the story of the 
Supreme sacrifice was reached, bright little black- 
eyed Raymond drew a sigh that came from the depth 
of his being and breathed, “That’s great!” 

The teacher’s heart ached for her boys, born of 
American parents and in homes of means, most of 
them Sunday-school attendants for several years, yet 
virtually heathen. It ached for herself and her lost 
opportunity, at the thought that she had spent a year 
on the history of Judah and Israel and never ascer- 
tained that the key to the meaning and purpose of 
the Bible, of the Sunday-school, the church and 
Christianity itself was hidden from her boys.— 
Frankie G. Merson, Keuka Park, N.Y. 


3 
One Teacher’s Calendar 


HERE is in the writer’s own school a teacher 

who has a remarkable and praiseworthy record 
for fidelity and achievement. She has been a 
teacher for a quarter cf a century, and sceres of her 
boys and girls have come into the church. One day 
when the superintendent of the school was calling 
on this teacher he asked her if she could tell him 
some of the secrets of her success. She happened to 
be seated at her desk at the time and she took from 
the desk an engagement calendar having quite large 
a Handing the calendar to the superintendent 


“Perhaps you will discover some of the secrets of 
my success by looking over this calendar while 4 
write a short letter that I want to have ready when 
the postman comes along in half an hour.” 

The calendar was for the month of October, and 
some of the entries were as follows: 

t. Called on Jennie S——, who has been ill three 
weeks. Found her better than when I called last 
week. Went to a teachers’ prayer-mecting in the 
evening. 

_ 2. Wrote a long ietter to one of the girls who was 
in my class five years ago and who is to be marned 
next week. Sent Mabel R—— a birthday postcard. 

3. Had three of the girls of my class to tea with 

(Continued on page 736) 
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- LESSON 13. DECEMBER 30. REVIEW. GOD’S REDEEMING LOVE 


: The Review Pilot 


By Charies Gallaudet Trumbull 


- d th 
1 WO girls in high school, one a Christian and the 
other a Jewess, were talking together. “Don’t 
you think my religion,” said the Jewess, “must 
be a pretty good one to have lasted so. 2” The 
Christian girl was later telling a friend about this 
conversation, and said, “What would you say?” 
“Itisa go gan replied her older friend with 
2 smile. he went on to explain that the re- 
ligion of the Jews, or Judaism, is the greatest re- 
ligion in the world. The trouble is that the Jew of 
to-day does not know what his own religion is. 


Christianity, the saving of the world by Christ, is all 


enfolded and embodied in Old Testament: Judaism. 
Every time a sacrificial animal was killed in the Old 
Testament it stood for the death of Christ, the Lamb 


ry 
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blood as our only way of es- 
the wages of sin. Christianity came out 
included Christianity. ot one 


‘to fail of fulfilment, our Lord Jesus him- 
att. 5:18). “You can tell your Jewish 
some things,” concluded the older Christian 
talking with the high school girl, “that will 
eyes stick out with amazement!” “You are 
my eyes stick out!” answered the high school 


ate 
rath 
‘ 
9 
g 


in mind the vital, indissoluble, eternal 
selationshi tween Judaism and Christianity, the 
lew and the Christian, the Old Testament and the 

ew, as we review these wonderful Old Testament 
iessons we have had, and pass next week into the 
New Testament. 


Our Background Material 
From the beginning it has been God’s deciared 


. purpose to make the Jews the leading, dominant, 


reigning people of this earth. He is going to carry 


_ Out his purpose. But six months ago, at the begin- 


ning of the Third Quarter’s lessons, we found Judah 
on the down-grade toward captivity by a Gentile, 
people; and then (in Lessons 9 and 11 of the 
Quarier) we found the tragedy of that cap- 
ity actually occurring. Think of it! The people 
entrusted with the oracles of God, ordained of God 
to make him and his forgiving love and his salva- 
tion and redemption known to all mankind, ordained 
of him also to be the ruling, reigning people of earth, 
in humiliation and captivity by a godless king 
and a godless let It was the beginning of the 
“times of the tiles,” introduced in the first chap- 
ter of the book of Daniel; and that great historical 
period has continued from that day to this; for 
never since that time have the Jews been a recognized, 
reigning nation in their own land. Twenty-five hun- 
dred years the “times of the Gentiles” have already 
lasted ; it is a long time; but it does not exhaust the 
patience of God, nor does it defeat his purpose. “And 
shall fall by the edge of the sword, and shall 
captive into all nations: and Jerusalem shall 
down of the Gentiles, until the times of 
Gentiles shall be fulfilled” (Luke 21:24), said 
Lord. “Untif’ is a hopeful word there. 
us keep all this in mind as we review the les- 
in the life of Judah, and as we come next 
the lessons.in the earthly life of our Lord. 
of Daniel gives us God’s forecast of the 
enty-five hundred year period of these 
| the Gentiles”; and there are many signs, 
etold in the Bible, that indicate that that long 
is almost end. 
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noted, 20 les- 
articles in this issue. Bold-face fi res at the end 
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locating the 
keep the whole six months’ les- 
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sons before us than to limit ourselves to the last 
three months only. Note at the very inning of 
this series (which. been called “How ’s Peo- 


Went to Pieces”) that we find a man called of 
who was to be God’s spokesman in order to 
save God’s people if they were willing to be saved: 
“Isaiah's Call to Heroic Service” (III, 1). God is 
always on hand in advance of tragedies to prevent 
—_ oo - we will or hes & - Tell 
story of a train patcher who, knowi 
that two trains were heading for each other on the 
track bound for a collision, started the wreckin 
their direction before the accident occurred. 
God's -wrecking train is always on the way 


Er 


in those articles will help in - 
references. 


Read Psalms 123 and 124 





Cotes the accident occurs to his people, as we sce 
through these lessons. 

God is there, too, efter the accident has occurred. 
The first lesson in the series after “The Captivity of 
Judah” (IIT, 9) is from Exekiel 34. with the title 

Shepherd of Captive Israel” (III, 10). Be- 
tse yes Partgs and ninth lessons of Can Canvey ee 
ound Ju passing through ups wns, faith- 
less kings and faithful enemies of Judah 
miraculously defeated (III, 4). and through all the 
turmoil of those tragic times God's prophets speak- 
ing God's message: but now, after Judah’s degrad- 
ing captivity, God is on hand as the shepherd of his 
captive people. When we into captivity to sin, 
does not abandon us. Praise his holy and won- 
derful name for this! 

Then, after seventy years, God purposed that his 
people should be given an opportunity to return from 
captivity (IV, 1, 2). It might have been the begin- 
ning of great things if only the Jews had then stayed 
Steadfast in their worship of God and faith in God 
and obedience to God. under such God-given leaders 
as Ezra and Nehemiah. For if the people as a whole 








Lesson Calendar for the Six Months 


t. July t.—Isaiah’s Call to Heroic Service............ Isaiah 6 
Golden Text: Isaiah 6: & 
2 July &—Ahaz, the Faithless King.......... 2 Chronicles #8 
Golden Text: Hebrews 11 : 6 
3% July 1s.—Herekiah, the Faithful King...... 2 Chronicles 30 
Golden Text: Hebrews 1: : 6 i 


@ July 22—Sennacherib’s Invasica of 
Juda 


MPtbitincduncech pnvebwbneess -2 Kings 18: 13 to 19: 37 
Golden Text: Psalm 46: 1. ¢ “8 
& July 29.—God’s Gracious Invitation................ Isaiah ss 
Golden Text: Is:tiah ss: 6 


6 August s—Manasseh's Sis and 
RePOMERMER in oo. cecccccccccccccsces -2 Chronicles 33 : 1-20 
Golden Text: Isaiah ss: 7. | 
7. August 12—Josiah’s Good Reign.....2 Chronicles 34 : 1-13 
Golden Text: Ecclesiastes 12: 1. 
& August 19.—Finding the Book of the 
Dire ttcaiiassovccece pedengnaiees 2 Chronicles 34: 14-33 
Golden Text: Psalm 19:6 - 
o August 2%.—The Czptivity of Judah....... 2 Kings 25 : 1-at 
Golden Text: Exekiel 33 : 11. 
so. September 2.—The Shepherd of Captive 
PN GED 6 cdibdidins ulistbeinabeabelawbersccscesteé Ezekiel 34 
Golden Text: Psalm 33: 1. 
as. September 9.—The Benefits of Total Abstinence 
(Temperance Lessom) .........cccccccccccccccces Daniel 1 
Golden Text: Daniel 1: & 
iz. September 16—The Fiery Furnace..............0.. Daniel 3 
Golden Text: Isaiah 43: 2 
13- September 23.—Daniel in the Lions’ Den........... Daniel 6 
Golden Text: Psalm 3: 7. 
14. September 30.—Review: The Goodness and Severity 
OE GOB ie 6c s 5008s insdccccnsedenedence Read Daniel 9 : 3-19 
Golden T:xt: Psalm 103: 8 
t. October 7.—Psalms of Deliverance....... Psalms 85 and 126 
Golden Text: Psalm 16: 5 
2 October 14.—Returning from Captivity........ Ezra 2: 1-38 
Golden Text: Psalm 126: 3. 
3 October 21.—The Temple Rebuilt and 
Dedicated. .050..<ecccccecccscccceces Ezra 3 : 8-13; 6: 14-18 
Golden Text: Psalm ico: 4 
4 October #.—Ezra’s Return from Babylon....Ezra 8 : 15-36 
Golden Text: Ezra 8: 22 
s November 4.—Defeat through Drunkenness 


(World’s Temperance Sunday)..... ~---58 Kings 20: 1-32 
Golden Text: 5 Kings 20: 11. 
6 November 11.—Nehemiah’s Prayer....... Nehemiah 1 : 1-12 


Golden Text: 1 John 3: 22. 
z- November 18.—Nehemiah’s Prayer 
Answered 


sthbiddbtahemsieniadibn ced Nehemiah 2: 1-33 
Golden Text: Matt. 7:7. 


& November 35.—A Psalm of Thanksgiving........ Psalm 103 - 


os Golden Text: Psalm 103: 2 
@ December 2—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of 
PURO eid dniecctibctiocihenseiehidlyi cee vis Nehemiah 4 


as. December 16.—Nehemiah Enforces the Law of 


Ce DRROOR osc ccsivececsedisacoscced Nehemiah 13 : 15-22 
Golden Text: Exodus 2: 8. 


sz. December 23.—Preparation for the 


essiah ..... Sespowhsoenasvossecesesuesesé Malachi 3: s-«2 
Golden Text: Matt. 3: 2. 


Or, Advent of the Messiah 
_ Christmas Lesson) ............00.0000- Matthew 2: 1-88 
° Golden Text: Luke 2: «0. 
ag. December y0.—Review: God's Redeeming 
Ge Dsevkevenddudssubecccteensonc Read Posime sag and 204 
° Golden Text: Psalm se: 9. 


Golden Text.—With Jehovah there is lovingkindness, and with him is plenteous redemption.—Pralm 130 : 7 





had been believing in and or as did Ezra 
they would, as a nation, have recognized him as their 
King and Saviour. But it was not to be. “He came 
unto his own, and his own received him not” (John 
1:18). In what Ezra and Nehemiah had to contend 
with in Judah, even in the early years after their 
wonderful return from captivity, we see glimpses of 
the renewed and continued tasy of the Jews. But 
it is not going to continue forever! 

About one century is covered by the lessons of the 
Fourth rter, as Dr. Griffith S points out; 
and the four stages of the history of that one hun- 
—_ years are given in his Section I, Review by 

istory. 

in Teention review of the Quarter’s lessons by 
the study of leading characters can be made. Char- 
acteristics of four such characters are given in Dr. 


‘Grithth Thomas’ Section III, Review by Biography. 


Or the class can include the six months’ lessons with 
a review of characters, and discuss Isaiah, Daniel, 
and others, bringing out the leading points in mes- 
sages of the prophets whose words we have had dur- 
ing the six months, 


The Truth that Is Golden 


The bright spots in the blackness of not only the 
rebellion of the Jews against God, but the rebellion 
of all mankind against God, are the comparatively 
few, whether Jews or Gentiles, who during the cen- 
turies and the ages have believed God. The 
Hebrew believers have been the salt of the earth, 
from Abraham down, We must not forget that the 
church of Christ was founded, the bride of Christ 
begun, after Christ himself, by ag a believers. 
There was preparation or building by John the Bap- 
tist and Zacharias and Elisabeth and Simeon and the 
apostles, and the great Apostle Paul. (od’s loving- 
kindness has accoraplished all this. “Lovingkindness” 
is beautifully illuminated by Dr. Grifhth ‘Thomas 
(IV, 1); and the illustrations in the Round Table 
= ow petamassie good on the love and redemption 
° ‘ 

So the title of the Fourth Quarter’s Review, “God’s 
Redeeming Love,” is gloriously true, and is the sure 
hope of the world mankind. 

Other Review Plans 

An effective review by using hymns appropriately 
can be used without the music, in any class, or can 
used with music in a school, as described on page 730. 

Five successfully tested review plans were de- 
scribed in last week’s Christmas Number of The 
Sunday School Times, on the inside of the last cover 
page. 

A tremendously interesting and effective review 
os reo = in My renty lass (Mr. Rogers), - 
the boys’ clippings from imaginary newspapers o 
the time of the lesson. Assignments could be given 
over. the telephone before Sunday to your class, 

The eternal diferente and ages-long conflict be- 
tween the flesh and the Spirit, which is really the 
conflict recorded during our lessons of the Quarter 
and six months, is strikingly shown in the Lesson 
Cartoon on page 734. It can be made a profitable 
study in ‘class, point by point, with the Cartoon in 


hand, after the teacher has made a careful study of it 
in advance. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

Suggestive questions on which to base study and 
discussion in the class are given by. Dr. Gritfith 
Thomas, Section V, Leading Questions; and ten 
simple, direct questions which will be uscful in most 
classes as well as in a school as a whole are given by 
Mr. Howard in “From the Platform.” It will be 
worth while trying a written review in your class, 
according to Mr. Howard's plan. 

What predictions were uttered by the prophets 
during the six months’ lessons? 

Whick of those predictions have already been ful- 
filled, and which are yet to be fulfilled? 

What kings during the six months were faithless, 
and in what did their faithlessness consist? 

What kings during the six. months’ lessons were 
faithful, and in what was their faithfulness con- 
spicuous? 

What notable deliverances either of Judah as a 


whole, or of individual Jews, do the six months’ 
lessons record 


What different evidences of God's longsuffering 
forbearance, mercy, and grace are found in the les- 
sons? 


What purpose has God had in the twenty-fi-e- 
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aeadreD gow setting es the Jews from their 


national and their land 
What significance had the return of the Jews from 
captivity, under Cyrus, in God's plans ? 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday's Lesson a 
(For i he clas week ahead. 
Bn Be | Silene are for ‘the members’ ows 


John Prepares the Way fer Jesus (Mark 1: 1-11). 


The most stupendous thing in the history of 
Hea and earth was about to occur. God was 
it to let his only begotten Son die in order that 
men might not need to dic. That is the Gospel. Two 
whom we have studied in recent 
months, Isaiah and Malachi, foretold how God would 
men for this; and our first lesson in Mark 

lis that prophecy. 
“The teacher should be sure to read carefully 
Dr. Griffith Thomas’ remarkable article on pages 
_ “How to Study the Gospel of Mark,” to 


a 
i 


3 
& 


gain an inspiring glimpse of the six months’ oppor-- 


tunity that is now ahead of teacher and class. 

What is the “Gospel”? 

Find the passages in Isaiah and Malachi that are 
quoted. 


Why was there need of preparing the way for 
Jesus? 

What understanding may John have had of Jesus 
at this time? 


What is it to be baptized in the Holy Spirit? 
PHiLaDgLPHlA. 


The Lesson ‘as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. 4. Geiffith Thomas, D.D. 





HE lessons of this Quarter are limited to the 
period of the Return from Babylon and cover 


about a century. The facts and persons are 
fairly easily recalled, and the following are some of 
the ways in which a review of the whole can be at- 
tempt 


L Review by History 

The usual dates for this period are 536 B. C. to 
433 B. C., and it will help if we gather together the 
various facts under the following divisions - 

3. First Stage. This was under the leadership of 
Zerubbabel and Jeshua. Date, 536 B. C., the first 
year of Cyrus. Lesson 1 is an expression of some of 
the feelings of the returning exiles, and then Lesson 
2 tells of the _— deliverance, and Lesson 3 records 
the great wor 

2. Second Stage. This was under the leadership of 
Ezra. Dates, 516 B. C. (Ezra 6:15), and 458 B. C. 
(Ezra 7). Lesson 4 deals with this and speaks of 
the great need discovered by Ezra after the failure 
consequent upon his return. 

3. Third Stage. This was under the leadership of 
Nehemiah, and marks his first administration. Date, 

B.C Lesson 6 tells of Nehemiah’s great sorrow; 
las 7 of his great desire; Lesson 9 of his great 
effort; and Lesson 10 of his great safeguard. 

4 Fourth Stage: This was under the leadership of 
Nehemiah, and marks his second administration. 
Date, 433 B.C. Lesson 11 is the only one that refers 
to this, and records Nehemiah’s great reformation 
after his return from Persia to Jerusalem. 

M. Review by Books 

The Quarter’s lessons are from four Old Testament 
books, and it is possible, and indeed important, to 
look at them as they stand, because God has given to 
us Scripture in the form of books. 

%. The Book of Esra. 

‘@) 1 to 6 Return and reorganization under Zerub- 


(2) 7 to ra. Return and Reformation under Ezra. 
2 The Book of Nehemiah. 
; | sto 7. First visit. The wall built. - 
2) Sto 10. First visit. The word taught. 
88 to 23. Second visit, The work completed. 
3”.q Book of Psalms. 


Ks) 3 to 4t. God's people in the garden (Gen). Gen- 


esis 2:15; Psalm 1: 3. 
(2) 42 to 72. God's people in Egypt (Exod.). Psalm 


77 to 89. God's people in the sanctuary (Lev.). 


73: 57. 
(4) 90 to 106. God's people in the wilderness (Num.). 
90: 55. ' 


45) 1307 to 150. God's people and obedience (Deut.). 


307: 4-7. 
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The Psaims are also noteworthy because they are 


full of Christ, and both of his advents are 
the advent in suffering tc bear the cross, and the ad- 
vent in power to wear the crown. Both 
are also here, the kingdom of grace in the 
and the kingdom of glory in the future. The Ps 
for this Quarter express something of all these ideas 
(85; 103; 123; 124; 126). 

4 The Book of Malachi. 
(1) 1:1 to 2:9. The priests reproved. 
(2) 2: 10-16. The rebuked. 


il 


le 
. (3) 2:17 to 4:6. fhe Messiah revealed. 


Ill. Review by Biography 

It is only possible to concentrate attention on a 
few characters during this period, but they are m- 
teresting and important. 

1. Zerubbabel and Jeshua (Ezra 1 to 6). Notice 
the following features: (1) earnestness; (2) con- 
fidence; (3) separation; (4) persistence. 

2 Esra (Ezra 7 to 10). Several points are to be 
noted: (1) loyalty (7:10) ; (2) trustiulness (8: 21) ; 
(3) prayerfulness (9); (4) faithfulness (10). 

3 Nehemiah (Neh. 1 to 13). Some of the most 
important characteristics: (1) sympathy (1): (2) 
prayer (1); (3) faith (2); (4) comsistency (4 to 0); 
(5) zeal (8); (6) courage (9 to 12): (7) conscen- 
tiousness (13). 


IV. The 


Message p 
Looking over the entire Quarter, what dees this 
period say to us? 


t. The Divine Message. 
(1) God's Providential Might. 
(a) Using instruments outside the Covenant (For- 
eign wie - 
(b) Using instruments inside the Covenant (Faith- 
ful leaders). 
(2) God's Persevering Mercy. 
(a) Abiding true to his promises to the fathers. 
(b) Preparing by discipline for future expectations. 
(3) God’s Practical Methods. 
(a) Remembrance of the past as a spur to progress. 
®) Record of Scripture as a safeguard against 
peri 
2, The National Message. 
(1) Repentance. 
(a) Sorrow for sin. 
(b) Separation from evil. 
(2) Trust. 
(a) Expressed in courage. 
(b) Proved by consistency (no compromise). 
(3) Obedience. . 
(a) Social. 
(b) Individual. 


3- The Personal Message. 


(1) Passages for reading: Psalms 123 and 124: (a) 
Waiting (123:1, 2); (b) Praying (v. 3); (c) 
Needing (vs. 3, 4); (d) Acknowledging (124: 1-5) ; 
(e) Praising (v. 6); (f) Realizing (v. 7); (g) 
Testifying (v. 8). 

(2) Title. God’s redeeming love. Every lesson 
records it in one way or another. God saves his 
people not only from sin, but also (and chiefly) 
from themselves. . 

(3) Golden Text. God’s lovingkindness. This fills 
the whole story of the Bible, and is very much 
more than kindness. A distinction has been drawn 
between these. The nurses in a. military hospital 
are “kindness itself,” as they smooth the pillow of 
the wounded soldier and give him every attention, 
but on a day of great weariness he cries out for 
something he does not pussess, and his mother 
comes and puts her arms round him. The soldier 
at once knew the difference bet-veen “kindness” and 
“lovingkindness.” This lovingkindness, illustrated 
in every lesson, is the proof and expression in 
God’s “plenteous redemption in Christ.”- Redemp- 
tion means deliverance from the slavery of sin and 
equipment with everything necessary for time and 
eternity. This plenteousness is seen in the apostle’s 
wonderful words about grace much more abound- 
ing in the place of sin. Notice the i 
“much more” (Rom. §: 10, 15, 17, 20). (2) 


V. Leading Questions 
What can be learned of the predominant feelings 
of the returning captives? (Lessons 1, 2, &) 


Why was it necessary first to give special attention 
to the temple? (Lesson 3.) of 


What sins prevented the progress of the people? 
(Lessons 4, 9, 10, 11.) 

What was dune during this period to the (1) tem- 
ple; (2) city: (3) wall? ste 

What do these lessons teach about prayer? (Les- 
sons 6, 7.) : 


cor may be learned about praise? (Lessons 1, 
3. ° 


What special features of the Word of God. aré 
seen? (Lessons 3: 4 D 10, 13.) . 
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What aspects of the Messiah are recorded? (Les- 
sons 1, 8 12.) 


Wreurrs Cotscs, Toronto. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Psalms of Deliverance (Psalms 85 and 
126). “I will hear what God the Lord will speak” is 
a id motto for any life. God give us ears and 

The big four, Mercy and Truth, Goodness and 
} ol sweethearts all, Truth comes by hard work. 
Goodness drops down like the sunshine and the 
shower. And then in this lesson of joy comes the 
minor note of the psalm of degrees and we got home- 
sick and anxious about our boys and girls. What 
insight real poets always have! 


Lessor 2.—Returning from Captivity (Ezra 1: 
I-11). This was a lesson of godly folks being helped 
by ungodly folks. Shall a church accept un-Chris- 
tian money? So-called “tainted money.” Well, you. 
noticed God didn’t do anything to help until the peo- 
e got stirred. Yes, until a revival got under way. 
Ve got into Churchtown, Lancaster County, Pa., and 
into church building. And among the Goers and the 
Givers. -And we saw how God takes care of our lost 
“vessels” for our comeback. If you had any troubie 
teaching this lesson to any grade you ought to—— 


Lesson 3.—The Temple Rebuilt and Rededicated 
(Ezra 3: e133; 6: 14-18). Ever since man existed the 
rey to get things done the easiest is to let man sing. 

id you ever hear a “chanty” by the old-time sailors? 
The most useful men in all the community the Hag- 
gais and Zechariahs. The true aristocracy of any 
country are to be found in the line of the Sons of 
Transportation rather than in the line of the Sons of 
Accumulation. 


Lesson 4.—Ezra’s Return from Babylon (Ezra 8: 
21-32). Ezra the man of faith in God because he was 
a Bible student and knew God. Full of faith and 
full of common sense and good business. ‘ Big money 
handled safely by care and trust. Plan has never 
been improved upon. Ask your banker. You can 
get up a prayer-meeting easy at any bankers’ conven- 
tion. Many belong. A bouquet to the Treasurers. 
Watch and keep. The important thing is to arrive 
on God’s delivery im God’s hand. 


Lesson $-Deleat Threegh Drinbenscie (3 Kings | 


20:1-21). This was a temperance lesson, and as 
usual we saw the saloon get.the wages. “The fool 
and his money: soon part.” We saw how patriotic 
rum was when England poured out her bl in war, 
Rum the champion wrecker in Coatesville and in 
every other ville. The Sultan and the Armenians vs. 
the Saloon and the Americans. Brandy sauce, the 
dressing that has undressed many a family. The 
dessert that has made many a life a desert. 


Lesson 6.—Nehemiah’s Prayer (Neh. 1: 1-11). To 
my notion this was one of the richest lessons of the 
whole Quarter. The introduction to this splendid 
young man must have gripped every Sunday-school 
fellow with red blood in him. Didn’t forget his poor 
relations. Took things to heart, wept, fasted, prayed. 
Capital hunting that kind. Forget your troubles. 
Confess your sins. And pray and train to be, not a 
wheelbarrow pusher, not a clock watcher, not a 
money waster, but “A CUPBEARER.” 


Lesson 7.—Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered (Neh. 2: 
1-11). -Respect for one’s forefathers and repairing 
the fences, straightening the stones, and mowing the 
grass in the country graveyards. Asking God for 
wisdom to ask God. Do you know what you need? 
The model for the business man. Religion and busi- 
ness the winning combination all the time. The 
forming touch of God’s hand. Nothing goes up 
without the resistance of the air. 


Lesson 8.—A Psalm of Thanksgiv‘ng (Psalm 103). 
One of the most beautiful psalms in the Book. You 
ought to know it by heart. Our lesson on it was 
full of the Thanksgiving spirit you may remember. 
I wrote it while on the road at my Company’s ex- 
pense. That was why the “eats” were so good. We 
found out that God wants his children’s mouths and 
hearts filled with all good things. He takes our sins 
and ali bad things and puts them so far aside and 
so high up they never get back. : 


Lesson 9.—Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of Jeru- 
salem (Neh. 4). Praying and watching. I wonder 
if you got a tight hold of the idea. Asking God 
what to ask for. The secret of every man’s success 
was in this lesson. The Sense of God’s presence and 
the energy to work without hours. Then we got into 
the war zone and learned that the true defense of 
America was her men more than her munitions. The 
whole armor of God. 


Lesson 10,—Esra and Nehemiah Teach the Law 
(Neh. 8). Everybody all pulling together is the se- 
cret of all success everywhere. We had the hardi- 


‘ hood in this lesson, we laymen had, of discussing how 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 30 (Review) 


| 


es ie oe, to ' 
mers. up. yes, to be sure you 
semember the Elihu Root story, but 
don’t forget your manners. pl Ft 
the Lord is your strength. The whine 
of the might-have-been is your weak- 
ness. There is many a man beside Aunt 
Polly who has been “crossed in love.” 


1—Nehemiah Enforces the 
body dropeed "thes 
r rop “this 
oe s,” then what? 
-back for the family 
big fellows set the 
big fellows’ little fel- 
? The wrecks on Rich Man’s 
Shoal. Man is designed and built and 
run on the one-in-sev:n plan. rie 
and yours for the ditch. Sabbath- 

i as dangerous business as 

i -breaking, heart-breaking, or any 
other breaking. Winding up the lesson 
with the beautiful little prayer of a 
Trve Man—and of all true men. 

Lesson 12. for the Mes- 
sinh (Mal 3:1-12). Three words in 
daily use—Safety, Peace, Preparedness. 
Prepare to meet the Master face to face. 
By having your metal changed from 

to steel—and in your golden luster 
may see his face. (Look up that 
'—from lustrare—to puri- 


vy 
, 
: 


nig 
: 


g 
a 


; 


- fy.). The two unchangeables. God and 


Will a man rob any one he really 
cea I don’t think so, do you? The 
sure and easy way to apa A and 
happiness. And so here’s for a Merry 
Christmas and a New Year full of both. 


Coatzsvuiz, Pa. 

oe 
The Mlustration Round-Table 
SUSE ATION must reach The Sunday 


Times three full months in advance 
of the date of the lesson. If coming later 


they may not be considered at all. not 
submit iwstrations without first securing a 
exrcular that lai t 





=p the P of ma- 

terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
are invited to assist in the conduct of 

is department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 


twe dollars for the best one each week. 


# 


Gelden By. Fy — Be 
‘ext are w 
(eg taaare! better chance of than 
Mestrations on the Golden Text: 


What Reached Him.—IVith Jehovah 
there is lovingkindness, And with him 
is plenteous redemption (Golden Text). 


In one of the large convict prisons was 
a well-educated man who was a thor- 


ough agnostic, and no amount of argu-. 


ment or pleading could move him from 
his belief. He remained, in spite of all 
attempts to get into touch with him, 
hard and dour as’ever. But one day, 
while the chaplain was talking to him, 
his attention was drawn to the convict’s 
wounded foot. It was evidently a source 
of pai, and the chaplain left off speak- 
ing, bent down and examined it, then 
bound it up more comfortably. And as 
he did so, he felt a great tear drop upon 
his head. That little act had done what 
no amount of pleading could accom- 
plish—From the Sunday Circle. Sent by 
W. Rupert Clark, Belper, Eng. (1) 


Whe Stands Between?—With Je- 
hovah there is lovingkindness, And with 
him is plentcous redemption (Golden 
Text). <A traveler recently returned 
from Africa relates that one day over- 
come by imtense heat he fell asleep on 
the baked earth, but -on awaking had 
the sensation of freshness, and found it 
was caused by the thoughtfulness of his 
attendants who were standing around 
him, receiving upon themselves the fierce 
gare. and sheltering his recumbent body 

rom the ardent rays of a vertical sun. 

In truth the whole world rests in the 
shadow of Him who stands between us 
and the goog fire of outraged law, 
and by virtue of His interposition a 
thousand blessings are ours.—From Dr. 
W, L. Watkinson, in Mistaken Signs. 
Sent by W. Rupert Clark, Belper, Eng. 
The prise for this week is awarded to 
this illustration. (2) 

Will the Mountain Bear?—With Je- 
hoveh there is lovingkindness, And with 
him is plenteous redemption (Golden 
Text). Gipsy Smith was once 
holding meetings in the beautifu) 
Rhondda Valicy, in New South Wales, 
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he received a letter from a man who for 
three months had been under conviction 
for sin. He told of his double life, of 
his great sins. He had abandoned his 
sinful life, but it seemed that the hell of 
it w2s stillin his soul, and day or night 
he could not get rid of it. e asked, 
“Do you think there is any hope for me? 
Do you think God will have pos Be sr 
me?” I laid the letter down and ed 
out of the window. The snow was fall- 
ing, and I watched it until I thought I 
heard a little snowflake say to the 
mountain, “Oh, mountain, I am only a 
little snowflake, I want a place to rest. 
If I fall, can you bear me?” Then I 
thought that old mountain groaned out 
of its eternal depths and said, “Little 
snowflake, I have my roots in God. 
Fall on me and see.” Then I penned 
my iittle parable to my friend a hun- 
dred miles away, and later a letter came 
in which he said, “Thank God, I’m on 
the Mountain and the Mountain bears.” 
—From a sermon by Gipsy Smith. Sent 
By J.L. McCreight, Canon City, Col. (3) 

The Real Difficulty.—With Jchovah 
there is lovingkindness, And with him is 
plenteous redemption (Golden Text). A 
minister sat in the vestry of his church 
on a certain day to meet any who might 
have spiritual difficulties. Only one 
came. “What is your difficulty?” asked 
the minister. The man answered, “My 
difficulty is the ninth chapter of Romans, 
where it says, ‘Jacob have I loved, but 
Esau have I hated.’” “Yes,” said the 
minister, “there is great difficulty in that 
verse; but which part of the verse 
forms your difficulty?” “The latter 
part, of course,” said the man. “I can- 
not understand why God should hate 
Esau.” The minister replied: “The 
verse has often been a difficulty to me, 
but my difficulty has always been the 
first part of the verse; I never could 
understand how God could love that 
wily, deceitful; supplanting scoundrel, 
Jacob.” When we know our own hearts, | 
the more we are inclined to say, “Oh, | 
what a wonder that God loves me!”— | 
From “Pure Religion,” by the Rev. W. 
G. Mackenzie. Sent by J. A. Clark, 
Wakefield, Eng. (4) 





God’s Three Miracles.—W ith Jehovah | 
there is lovingkindness, And with him is | 
= redemption (Golden Text). | 

ke Thracian emblem of God was a/| 
sun with three beams; one shining upon 
a sea of ice and thawing it; another 
upon a rock and melting it; and a third 
upon a dead man ard putting life into 
him. So God shines upon his people 
even in their forgetfulness of him, and 
brings to an end their coldness, and 
hardness,* and deadness—From The 
London Sunday School Times. Sent by 
J, A. Clark, Wakefield, Eng. 


os 
From the Platform 


By Philip E. Howard 


’ A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our Father, 
we thank thee for the story of restoration 
that we have studied during this last Quar- 
ter. We pray that our hearts may be duly 
thankful for what thou-hast done for thy 
people of old, and for us. If any of us are 
in bondage to-day through sin, we pray that 
thou wilt quicken our hearts to turn to him 
in whom is grace sufficient, and in whom is 
the freedom that is offered those who trust 
him. Teach us the deep meaning of prayer, 
the glory of obedience, the blessing of fol- 
lowing whatever word thou hast given for 
our instruction. May we remember day by 
day that “with Jehovah there is loving- 
kindness and with him is plenteous redemp- 
tion.” In Jesus’ name. Amen. 


Questions for a Written Review 
(Te be dictated by the Superintendent from 
the desk, and to be answered in writing by 
teacher and pupils of the teen age and 
upwards, on sheets of paper supplied by 
the school. And remember to supply 
pencils, too—well sharpened!) 


1. In_ what country were the Jews 
captive ? 

2. In what book of. 
is the story told of 
captivity? 
3. Tell briefly the ‘story of the re- 
building and dedicating of the temple. 





Bible, or books, 
cir return from 





4 Tell some of the incidents of Ezra's 





return from Babylon. 


Tell briefly the story of the defeat 
FB gh nom thang se Be ys 
son 5. 


6. What particularly did Nehemiah | Joseph and 


greatly desire and pray for, and how 
was ts prayer answered? 

7. Write out any two or three verses 
of Psalm 103 that ne can temeinber,— 
a thanksgiving Psa 
_ & What trouble did Nehemiah have 


in rebuilding the wall of Jerusalem, and | 


what plan did he make to overcome the 
trouble? 


9. In what way were the men of 
Judah breaking the Sabbath, and what 
did Nehemiah do to stop them? 

10. What lesson in the Quarter has 
been the most interesting to you, and 
why? 

PHILADELPEIA. 

bd 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 

“O worship the King.” 

“He leadeth me.” : 

“ Fling cut the banner.” 

“Tell me the story of Jesus.” 

“TI will sing the wondrous story.” 

“©O love that wilt not let me go.” 

“In the service of the King.” 

“ Face to face with Christ my Saviour.” 
References in parentheses are to the 
Seeeeat Psalm’ Book “Bible Songs.”’) 

Psalm 123: 1-4 (268: 1, 2). 
Psalm 124: 1-8 (269: 1, 2). 
Psalm 130 : 1-8 (281 : 3-5). 
Psalm 106: t-§ (216: 1-4). 
Psalm 116: 1, 2, ta-19 (23g: 8-3). 





named, 
Les- | Thou shalt call his name 
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because God's angel had 


sus, 
When Jesus was only a few wécks old 
Mary carried him to God's 
temple in Jcrusalem to present him to 
the Lord, with their thank offering of 
two doves, because they were too poor 
to give a lamb (Luke 2: 24). 
wo dear old people, Simcon and 
Anna, were in the temple and thanked 
God that they had lived until his prom- 
ise came true. Simeon the baby 
esus in his arms and blessed him and 

is parents (Luke 2: 25-38). 

King Herod lived in Jerusalem, but 
he did not hear of the baby’s visit to the 
| temple. He was troubled when the 
wise men came and asked for the baby, 
who was born to be king of the Jews. 
When they went home another way, 
Herod was angry and sent messengers 
to Bethlehem to find and destroy the 
baby. But they did not find him, be- 
cause God's angel warned Joseph in a 
dream to take Mary and her baby 
night and to go to t to stay until 

I Eaypt the’ baby J and 

n t esus grew 
learned to walk and talk. After a while 
God’s messenger came again to say to 
a opgetal Arise, take the young child and 

is mother and return to Nazareth, 
among the hills, for King Herod is 
dead. They reached Nazareth safely. 

There the boy Jesus grew, and learned 
many wonderful things from Mary his 
mother, and Joseph the carpenter. 
Often they must have told him of what 
happen«d when he was a baby in Beth- 
Ichem and Egypt. They promised that 











| when he was twlve they would take 
Department Helos him at the time cx the Passover feast to 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


OTES.—Let the closing lesson of 

the year anticipate the work of the 
new year. Following the Christmas 
lesson, this will be more profitable than 
to review the past quarter’s Old Testa- 
ment lessons. Sufficient emphasis has 
been given to the captivity in B.bylon 
and several returns to Jerusalem, plus 
the reformations directed by Ezra and 
Nehemiah. 

Teachers of children should remem- 
ber that John’s Gospel, from which les- 
sons were chosen for the first six 
months of 1917, contains no stories of 
the childhood of Jesus. The same is 
true of Mark’s Gospel, from which the 
Uniform Lessons are chosen for six 
months of 1918. The last time chat as 
many as four of the seven childhood 
stories of Jesus were given was in Jan- 
uary, 1912. All Beginners and Primary 
children have entered Sunday-school 
since that time, so they may never have 
heard that series of beautiful stories 
which should be a part of the heritage 
of every little child. (Study Matt. 1:20 
through chapter two, also Luke 1:26 
through chapter two.) ‘ 

Introduction and Review.—Let the 
children mention a few happy experi- 
ences of Christmas week. Lead them to 
think of God's best gift of the baby 
Jesus, whose birthday we remember on 
Christmas. Repeat 
“In another land and time, 

Long ayo and far away, 

Was a little baby born 

On that first glad Christmas Day.” 

Sing, 

“There are blessings from God all about us, 

We should thank Him for gifts large and 

small; 

But His gift of a dear little baby ; 

Needs the very best ‘Thank You’ of all.” 


(Carols, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapelle, Iowa, # 
cents). 


Shepherds who. saw the light and 
heard the angels’ message (Luke 2: 11) 
went quickly to Bethlehem to see the 
baby Jesus in the manger. Wise men 
followed the star from afar to worship 
the baby and offer their gifts. (See 
last week’s outlines.) 


Lesson Teaching.—All children should 
grow bigger and better. 

Stories About the Child Jesus—When 
the baby was eight days old, he was 


| Jerusalem to see the temple to which 
| they had carried him when a baby. 

Describe his happy anticipations, the 
journey with others who walked all the 
way, his interest in the great buildings 
| and the crowd of visitors, but most of all 
God’s temple and the group who asked 
and answered questions. ell how he 
was left behind when the cthers started 
ome, how he was missed when it was 
| time to camp for the night, how Mary 
; and Joseph turned back and were sur- 
| prised to find him in the temple, Be 
sure to show a good picture of the 
boy Jesus among the teachers, and the 
detail figure, or head—alone. When he 
answered his mother’s question, we have 
the first recorded words of Jesus: I 
must be busy in my Father’s house, or 
I must be about my Father's business. 

Jesus went home to Nazareth with 
Mary and Joseph, was obedient and lov- 
ing in the home and grew in God's own 
way. (Repeat Luke 2:52); also, The 
child grew and the grace of God was 
upon him. 


- After the Story—On Tuesday begins 
a new year with 365 days in which to 
grow. On the back of the New Year’s 
greeting (a souvenir for each child) 
will you write, or ask your teacher to 
write, how you want to grow during 
1918? God wants each child to grow 
larger, wiser and better. 
Peoria, Ii. 


My Class of Girls 
By Miss Bernice Frederick 


Lifting the Eyes.— Miss Ruth was dis- 
gusted; her new pair of suede pumps 
and her green parasol both ruined on 
os ao ree one Ser in 

unexpect cwnpour, her picnic 
for Julia called off on Wednesday, and 
the boys’ auto zarty called off on Thurs- 
day. Now it was Friday, and still pour- 
ing! Reflected in her mirror, before 
which she stood combing her hair, was 
her own petulant face and the back of 
her little nephew, James, aged four, sho 
leaned on the window-sill gazing out 
upon the deserted street. Knowing the 
little fellow's love of outdoor pjay and 
udging his thoughts by her own, Miss 
uth was on the point of sympathizing 
with him audibly when there came un- 
expectedly in childish tones: 

Auntie, I ust love weather.” 

“You do?” queried Miss Ruth sur- 
rised. “What kind of weather do you 

ve, James?” 





_— errr wer 
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“Oh—oh—why—just any kind the 
Lord sends,” the little fellow finally ex- 
pressed himself, 

Miss Ruth was stunned. The remark 
was like an electric shock to her con- 
science. She, a Sunday-school teacher 
of boys, a leader of young people’s work 
in the church, supposedly an exemplary 
Christian, to be taught God’s love by the 
mouth of a babe! Going to the side of 
the little messenger and kneeling beside 
him, she looked up through the clouds 
and confessed : , 

“Lord, I have been busy about things, 
and have let my eyes and thoughts be 
engaged upon them. I have not seen 
beyond the lowering clouds and the wet 
pavements, and [ have not been con- 
cerned save in my personal inconveni- 
ence. Lord, ‘unto thee do I left up 
mine eyes, O thou that sittest in the 
heavens.’ Make me to appreciate thy 
unlimited love for me and forgive my 
selfishness” (Psalm 123). 


Jehovah on Our Side.—The two girls 
had just turned in their examination 
books in Modern Problems. On _ the 
way across the campus to the library 
Ethel reverted to the test: 

“Clara, how did you answer that 
third question?” 

Clara expanded and drew herself to 
her full five feet eight: 

“Professor B, has a subtle way of 
molding the opinions of his students by 
asking them to make deductions from 
the premises of his favorite authorities. 
I don’t approve H.’s viewpoint, and so 
I frankly stated the fact and gave my 
own conclusions on the subject.” 

“Why, Clara, that means that you de- 
liberately ignored Professor’s point. I 
fear you will pay dearly. He will con- 
sider such an attitude indicative of 
either ignorance or presumption, neither 
of which will he excuse.” 

Girls, you are given the eternal and 
infallible premises of the loving God in 
His Word. Your acceptance of the in- 
evitable conclusion puts you on Je- 
hovah’s side. Then the second Psalm 
(124) of our lesson applies to you, for 
Jehovah is on your side. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: 1-11 


1. How can a girl “prepare” the 
Lord’s way and “make his paths 
straight”? (vs. 2, 3.) 

2. Give your idea of John, formed 
from the description of him in our les- 
son. 


3. Why did the people flock to hear 
John? (v. 5.) 

4. Will similar characteristics in a 
girl have an effect upon people? 

5. Who caused John to describe Jesus 
as he does in verses 7 and 8? 

6. Under what conditions can a girl 
be pleasing to God? (v. 11.) 

Kansas City, Mo. 

ye 
Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 


E HAD what teacher called a 
newspaper review. Each of us had 
been assigned one event to write up as 
it would have been written for a paper 
back there in Babylon or Jerusalem. 
Bert came first, He pulled out a long, 
narrow strip of paper, like a newspaper 
clipping, and read it as being from the 
Babylonian Post. This was what he 
had fixed up: 


KING CYRUS FREES THE JEWS 


Att Prisoners CAPTURED IN THE JERU- 
SALEM War ALLowep to Go HomME 


SusstanTiAL Arp GivEN Towarp ReE- 
BUILDING THE JERUSALEM TEMPLE 


All Persia.and Babylonia were aston- 
ished this morning by the news that 
King Cyrus had freed the prisoners of 
war captured in Nebuchadnezzar’s great 
campaign against Jerusalem, and that 
they were to have royal aid in rebuild- 
ing their temple. Just what influence 
caused this strange action on the part of 
the king no one knows. Some think 
that Daniel, his Hebrew prime minister, 
has cast a spell over His Majesty. 
Others believe he has lost his mind. 
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Certainly his action is unheard of and 
means that all the advantages gained by 
the valor of our soldiers in the Jeru- 
salem siege are lost. : 


My piece was called for second, and 
was from the Jerusalem Daily Star. 
These were the headlines: 


CORNERSTONE SUCCESSFULLY 
LAID 


REBUILDING OF TEMPLE SIGNALIZED BY 
IMPRESSIVE EXERCISES 


Tempte CuHorav Society RENpDERS Won- 
DERFUL MusIcAL ProcraM, But 
Past Memories SADDEN 
Oper INHABITANTS 


Bumps had a dandy one about Ezra’s 
leaving Babylon on his long journey to 
Jerusalem. Then Fred read an inter- 
view with Nehemiah in which a reporter 
for the Shushan Recorder asks the cup- 
bearer all about his purpose in returning 
to Jerusalem. Fred made Nehemiah 
tell the whole story of the unprotected 
city and how he secured a leave of ab- 
sence that he might start a big build- 
ing campaign. 

Carl gave a report of how the walls 
were going up in the face of the enemy, 
and how everybody either mixed mortar, 
laid stone, or stood guard. It actually 
sounded as if he had written it right on 
the spot. 

Then teacher called on Bulldog for his 
report of Nehemiah’s reforms. This 
was his heading: 


NEHEMIAH CLAPS ON THE LID 
Connecticut Biue Laws To Be En- 
FORCED IN JERUSALEM 
THOUSANDS OF DoLLars oF Foop Spoit 
BECAUSE OF PURITANICAL 
SABBATH 


I wish I had room to give his whole 
story. It sounded just like one of these 
“wet” newspapers. But at the end he 
said, “After all, perhaps it is best to 
keep the Sabbath the way God com- 
manded. Every man is entitled to a 
day of rest, and there is always the pos- 
sibility of another captivity if we dis- 
obey God’s commandments.” 

So our review ended with that 
thought. Teacher put it on the board 
like this : 

IT PAYS TO WORK WITH GOD 

RATHER THAN TO FIGHT AGAINST GOD 


and we decided to take that as a watch- 

word for the new year. 

Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 1: I-11 


Why did kings in olden times send 
messengers before them? 





Why was a messenger needed to pre- 
pare for Christ? 


By what methods -do missionaries pre- 
pare the way for the Gospel? 


How did seventy messengers once 
prepare the way for Jesus? 


How can boys be messengers for 
Christ? 


What must a boy do before he can 
become Christ’s herald? 


Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 
By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





ENERALLY speaking, not all the 

members of any one family are de- 
cidedly religious. There have been, and 
doubtless are, some families whose evi- 
dent tendency is towards the kingdom 
of heaven, but we fear the majority are 
not so. Even when piety characterizes 
the parents it may be lacking in- the 
children, for “grace,” as Moody was 
wont to say, “does not run in the blood, 
corruption runs there.” Family wor- 
ship, however, is a great corrective. It 
has been known to steady many a wild 
youth and constrain him to think on 
serious things. As the house of David 
and the house of Obed-edom were 
blessed of old, so that family is blessed 
to-day which recognizes the claims of 
God upon it. The domestic recognition 
of God by expression of gratitude, de- 
pendence, hope, love, and godly fear 
twice or at least once in the day cannot 
but have a salutary effect upon the 
morals of all who join with us at the 
mercy seat. 





oo 24 to 30 


Mon.—Psalms 85, 126. Psalms of Deliverance. 
Ezra 1: 1-il. 
Returning from Captivity. 
Our Divine Lord is the emancipator 
of the human soul. It can never be said 
by us: that we were “never in bondage 
to any man,” since we were sold under 
sin; but the power of Christ broke the 
tyranny and led us out into a place of 
unfettered freedom. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Give God praise 
for his abounding grace displayed dur- 
ing the year now closing; seek His for- 
giveness for all wrong-doing and wrong 
thinking. Pray for deliverance from old 
habits which still cling to the new life; 
for any of your own circle who may be 
strangers to life in Christ. 


The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 
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DECEMBER 15, 1917 


Tues.—Mal. 3; 1-12. 
Preparation for the Messiah. 
Matt. 2: 1-12. Advent of the Messiah. 

The advent of the Saviour had been 
long predicted, but few expected it. 
Devout men, to whom the stars spoke, 
came from far to do him homage, but 
the great of the earth knew not had 
come. In like manner shall it be when 
he comes a second time. 

Prayer Succestions: Christmas Day. 
Praise God for His unspeakable oft 
and pray that hearts everywhere may be 
opened to receive him. Pray for all who 
are this day the objects of human kind- 
ness; for institutions for the relief of 
the poor and needy; for fatherless and 
motherless children so numerous in this 
great land. 


Wed.—Ezra 3: 8-13; 6: 14-18. ft 
The Temple Rebuilt and Dedicated. 
Ezra 8: 21-32. 
Ezra’s Return from Babylon. 


No doubt many in the company had 
learned the meaning of the weary years 
of captivity and had come to praise God, 
With the glow of the return upon them 
the ancient strain rang around the waste 
solitude: “For he is good, for his lov- 
ingkindness endureth for ever.” 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
city, town, or village in which you live; 
for these whom you regularly meet and 
with whom you daily converse, that they 
may see something of the Saviour’s 
likeness in you and desire to know him 
for themselves. Pray for a deeper toned 
devotion to Christ. 


Thurs.—1 Kings 20: 1-21. 
Defeat Through Drunkenness. 
Neh. 1: 1-11. Nehemiah’s Prayer. 

Sin takes on'’many forms and is col- 
ored with various hues. Whatever its 
expression- may be it is an affront to 
God. There is enough in what we see 
around us to feed the prayers of the 
pious, for so long as men sin as they do 
we must continue our ministry of inter- 
cession. 

Prayer Succestions: Let us_lift be- 
fore the Lord our boys who have gone 
to the trenches. A strange Christmas 
season to them. Pray that their courage 
may not fail or they break down under 
the strain of their awful duties; for the 
worried, anxious, bereaved, wounded, 
and dying on the battlefield. 


Fri.—Neh. 2: 1-11. 
Nehemiah’s Prayer Answered. 
Psalm 103. A Psalm of Thanksgiving. 

We ought to be more than beggars at 
the throne of grace. Too often when 
our prayers receive their answer we 
omit the duty of praise. Our Lord’s 
plaint was, “were there not ten cleansed, 
but where are the nine?” A true and 
intelligent spirit of thankfulness is a 
wonderful inspiration to faith. 

Prayer SucGcestions: Pray for a 
swift and a righteous termination. of 
this awful war; for our statesmen and 
leaders that wisdom and insight may be 
given them in all their momentous de- 
liberations; for the men in the army, 
navy, and air service, and for all who 
are suffering hardship, privation, and 
the perils of the war. 


Sat.—Neh. 4: 7-21. 

Nehemiah Rebuilds the Wall of Jerusalem. 
Neh. 8: 1-4a, 5, 6, 8, 12. 

Ezra and Nehemiah Teach the Law. 
The true defense of any people lies 
not in its walls howsoever strong they 
may be, but in God, and the condition 
of that defense is obedience to His law. 
The people’s desire to hear that law was 
an expression of an earnest wisk to 

know God’s will. 


Prayer SuGcestions: This is the last 
Jewish Sabbath of another year. Let 
our hearts go out to Israel in her dis- 
persion among the nations. Pray that 
the Jews may soon be delivered from 
their. woes and sorrows which are now 
more poignant than ever in their his- 
tory; for their spiritual illumination 
and salvation. 





| Sun.—Neh. 13 : 15-22. 
Nehemiah Enforces the Law of the Sabbath. 
Psalms 123, 124. God’s Redeeming Love. 
It is easy to ridiculé “the Puritan 
Sunday,” but we have gained very lit- 
tle by letting it slip from our grasp. 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 30 (Review) 


Devout and loving hearts find real sat- 
isfaction in observing the day as one of 
rest, worship, and service. They are no 
benefactors to the community who de- 
stroy a seventh day rest. 

Prayer Svuccestions: Spend sol- 
emnly a few moments before the Lord 
in reviewing the past year; make hum- 











y How Chaplain Trumbull Won His Men 
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ble confession of failure and seek anew think of Paul chained between_ two 


the cleansing o 
Christ. Pray for 
unholy and sinfu 


the precious blood o 
race to abandon all 
pursuits, and for 


power to leave in the old year all that 
would retard your spiritual progress 
during the year about to dawn. 


New York City. 








In his “* War Memories of an Army Chaplain,” Dr. H. Clay Trumbull pro- 
duced a work of permanent value. The book deals with his experiences, 
his methods of work, his successes, as a chaplain with the Army of the James 
during the Civil War. A demand sprang up for its use by Army and Navy 
chaplains and Y.M.C. A. workers in the present world war, and has been 
promptly met by the publishers, Charles Scribner’s Sons, New York, in bringing 
out a new edition that is identical with the original edition, first published in 
1998. The Association Press has already ordered 500 copies for the supply of 
Y. M. C. A. workers. The book may be ordered of the publishers for $2 postpaid. 


“| WAS at first shocked by the ab- 
sence of all ordinary signs of re- 
spect for the dead,” the author says of 
one of the first funerals that he con- 
ducted. Two men, uncoffined, wrapped 
in their blankets only, were to be in- 
terred. They had died in the hospital. 
Burial preparations were being uncon- 
cernedly made. “As this chatting went 
on,” says Dr. Trumbull, “one of the 
‘unfeeling’ soldiers turned toward a 
comrade, who had been detailed as a 
hospital nurse, and said, in low, gentle 
tones, ‘Jem, have you-cut a lock of Bill’s 
hair? I reckon his mother would like 
it. My mother would.’ That uttérance 
gave me my first glimpse of the soldier- 
heart, buttoned over by the soldier coat.” 
Chaplain Trumbull continues: 

“Missiles of destruction, means of de- 
fense, and modes of warfare, change 
from generation to generation; but 
emotions of the heart and influences that 
affect these in times of peril and of 
privation, of joy and of sorrow, of hope 
and of fear, are ever the same, while the 
human heart is human, and the sources 
of strength and of weakness are as they 
are.” 

It is in this soldier-heart that the 
chaplain always finds his opportunity. 
And it is the picture of the soldier-heart, 
as this chaplain ministered to it as a 
faithful preacher of the Gospel, before 
battle and after battle, in encourage- 
ment to duty and in consolation in the 
hour of death, that makes his book a 
manual for chaplains that can never get 
out of date. It is not surprising, there- 
fore, that a demand for an edition for 
our chaplains and welfare-workers in 
the present world war has sprung up. 
This demand is characteristically voiced 
in a letter from Chaplain Walter Mar- 
vine, written from Fort Du Pont, Dela- 
ware, to the publishers, as follows: 

“Dr. Trumbull’s ‘War Memories of 
An Army Chaplain’ was one of the few 
books which I felt it necessary to ¢arry 
with me during my campaigns {fn China 
and the Philippines. It deals with the 
varying experiences of a chaplain in the 
field, and is both suggestive and stimu- 
lating. Chaplain Trumbull had _ the 
happy faculty of saying the right word 
in the right place. As an illustration, 
take him when facing a group of card- 
playing officers on a Sunday morning, 
when he caught their attention and ap- 
pealed to them with the words, “To-day, 
Hearts are Trumps.’ His chapter on 
‘The Flag’ is a rich mine to which to 
turn when a chaplain has occasion to 
speak upon the subject of patriotism. I 
am glad to hear that you contemplate 
getting out a new edition, and I hope 
that some kind friend will make a pres- 
ent of the book to each chaplain in the 
service. 4 

“A chaplain’s work may often‘be fit- 
tingly described as ‘preaching to a pro- 
cession’: then this book will help to se- 
cure the attention of the marching men.” 

The position of a regimental chaplain, 
as Dr. Trumbull points out, was unique. 
“He was a commissioned officer, yet 
without command. No question of rela- 
tive rank brought him into rivalry with 
any other officer. He could be wel- 


comed alike by major-general or by a 
second lieutenant without the fear of 
any seeming incongruity of association, 








if only he had the power of making him- 
self personally or socially agreeable or 
useful, Yet he could be among the én- 
listed men as one entirely with them-in 
sympathy, without any thought on the 
part of either that he was stepping out 
of his sphere or crossing the line which 
divided the commissioned officers as a 
class from enlisted men as a class.” 

Dr. Trumbull found that “our sol- 
diers—commissioned officers and enlisted 
men—were as a class reverent.” We 
‘doubt not that the same will be found 
by the chaplains of the present time to 
be true. As an incident the book cites 
that marvelous story of Meagher’s Irish 
Brigade standing in column of regi- 
ments, just before moving forward in 
the charge during the first day at Get- 
tysburg. As they were urged to make a 
sincere Act of Contrition, and were given 
absolution by the regimental chaplain, 
Father Corby, every man fell on his 
knees, so that an eye-witness wrote, 
“The scene was more than impressive, it 
was awe-inspiring. I do not think 
there was a man in the brigade who did 
not offer up a heartfelt prayer. For 
some it was their last; they knelt there 
in their grave-clothes. In less than half 
an hour many of them were numbered 
with the dead of July 2.” 

Chaplain Trumbull insisted always on 
voluntary attendance at his services, 
although he wrote: “Our colonel was 
kindly ready to do as I preferred in 
this matter; and I felt that the in- 
fluence of a chaplain over the men 
would be greater if he sought to gain a 
hold on them by his personal work 
among them, and left it to them to come 
or not to the religious gatherings where 
he I¢d in worship and addressed those 
present.” 

There is room, however, for a closer 
touch and a profounder sympathy, in 
both our Army and Navy, between the 
purely military element and the element 
as represented by the chaplains and 
Y. M. C, A. workers. There is in evi- 
dence a growing mutual respect between 
them. This spirit that was so strong in 
the Civil War is illustrated by Chaplain 
Trumbull in a story he tells of a Cath- 
olic soldier who went to the lieutenant- 
colonel in command and said that he 
did not wish to remove his hat during 
prayer by a Protestant chaplain, because 
that was a matter of conscience with 
him: 

“The lieutenant-colonel’s prompt and 
abrupt answer was: ‘I’ve nothing to do 
with your conscience. You can think 
what you please. But the chaplain is on 
my staff. I call on him for his duty. 


. 1 call on you for your duty. When the 


chaplain says, at dress parade, “Let us 
pray,” that is my order to you, “Take off 
your hat.” If you don’t take your hat 
off, I'll take your head off.’ 

“That settled the question from a 
military standpoint. The soldier’s opin- 
ions and beliefs were left unmolested, 
but his formal actions must conform 
on parade to the colonel’s orders. In 
such. ways the chaplain’s position and 
work were plainly recognized as a part 
of the regimental service, and this gave 
him an advantage in his personal efforts 
to win and serve the men.” 

Chaplain Trumbull’s unusual experi- 





ences were really Pauline at times: We 





Roman soldiers in the prison at Rome, 
and yet preaching to them and writing 
letters to the church, making use of 
every opportunity to testify for his 
Master, when we read Chaplain Trum- 
bull’s story of his preaching to his jail- 
yard congregation in the prison at Col- 
umbia, South Carolina, “while the post- 
commandant stood back of me, and one 
of his soldiers stood, with a fixed bay- 
onet, at my left hand on the steps, to 
punctuate a sentence in case I should 
touch on forbidden topics. If anything 
could keep a preacher within the bounds 
of strict orthodoxy in his pulpit utter- 
ances, it would be such formidable 
heresy-hunters as these at such a time.” 

Chaplaitt Trumbull learned what con- 
finement was at Charleston, at Columbia, 
and at terrible Libby at Richmond. His 
imprisonment once assumed a serious 
aspect by reason of his being accused 
by a vindictive Confederate officer to 
Coneral Beauregard of being a spy. 
The brilliant chaplain could joke about 
it after the war, and when a man once 
said to him, “You don’t look a bit like a 
minister,” he replied, “Oh, I know that. 
I once came near being hanged for it. 
Because of my lack of the conventional 
‘choker’ they proposed to give me one 
of hemp.” 

But it was such unusual experiences 
as these, including important missions 
into the enemy lines under flags of 
truce, that gave him his marvelous in- 
sight into war conditions, and told him 
just what the mission of an army chap- 
lain should be. The way texts for ser- 
mons suggested themselves to him ought 
to be singularly helpful to men engaged 
in similar service to-day. The practi- 
calness of his “pastoral work” is evi- 
denced, for instance, in the way he 
stopped up with his thumb a severed 
artery until the surgeon could come; in 
a kindly-spoken word to a colored sol- 
dier which transformed the man’s whole 
life, taking him out’ from under the 
commanding officer’s displeasure until 
he was finally commended for bravery 
before the whole regiment; but above 
all in his leading a dying soldier to the 
Christ in whose name alone there is sal- 
vation. And the chapter on “The Influ- 
ence of the Home Mail” is a word not 
only for Christian workers with sol- 
diers, but for all who have kith or kin 
in the ranks. 





q Children at Home 








Miriam’s Gift 
A Might-Have-Been Story 
By Lee McCrae 


NCE upon a time almost two thou- 

sand years ago there was living in 
the town of Bethlehem a little girl 
named Miriam. She was a pretty child, 
tall for her age, and slender, with- black 
Shining eyes, and feet that twinkled 
when she danced. 

For Miriam’s father and mother were 
very poor people and there was little 
work to do in the small town; so every 
now and then they would take her to 
the city of Jerusalem where she helped 
to earn money by dancing in the homes 
of the rich. This was thought quite 
proper those days, though we would 
think it was very bad indeed. The rich 
Romans who lived in Jerusalem often 
called in little girls to dance at their 
feasts just as we sometimes hire people 
to sing at our parties. _ 

But it happened one day that Miriam 
slipped and fell on the smooth marble 
floor and broke her ankle. Never again 
would she be able to dance in the fine 
homes of the ancient city. 

Sorrowfully her father and mother 
carried her to their cheap lodgings and 
set the bones as best they could. Then 
the father made~a litter, or stretcher as 
we would call it, by fastening a piece of 
carpet to two bamboo poles. The little 
suffering girl was placed on this frame, 
and the father and mother, one at either 
end, started to carry her home. There 
was: no other way to travel. They did 
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not own a donkey, and those days you 
rode a donkey or walked. 

Now Bethlehem -is only a little over 
five miles from the city, but it is a hilly 
country, and they must carry the moan- 
ing child without jolting any more than 
could be helped, so*it was slow going. 
Many and many a time they had to stop 
and rest. The sun went down. They 
hurried faster, hoping to make the vil- 
lage before darkness came upon them. 

Alas, no! Nearly there! Not quite! 
The night became so dark they dared 
not try to go on, Placing Miriam 
gently upon the grassiest spot they could 

nd, the father and mother, tired, trou- 
bled, and footsore, lay down close be- 
side the litter and were soon fast asleep. 

Not so the poor little girl. She had 
to lie absolutely still to keep the broken 
foot straight. She could only turn her 
head this way and that as she looked 
up at the stars and prayed that the awful 
pain would go away. Oh, if she were 
only in her own couch at home perhaps 
she could stand it better! Whatever 
could she do now to help earn a living? 
Would she always be a cripple-girl? 


Always and always? Poor Miriam 
choked back the sobs— father and 
mother must sleep—as she prayed 
bravely: 


“Oh, Father-God, have mercy on little 
Miriam! Give me back my strong foot, 
or make me brave enough to be a crip- 
ple-girl, Oh, Father-God!” |. 

Suddenly a strange light came into the 
Psky, a light as silvery as if all the moon- 
beams that ever were in the sky had 
been gathered. into one. That one great 
silver beam shone straight down upon 
those hills and plains. Miriam could see 
her mother’s face, the bushes, the rocks, 
all the valley below! Why, over. there 
was Bethlehem, just as plain to see as 
if it were daylight! She sat straight up, 
forgetting her ankle, and stared. 

She heard voices, too,—such beautiful 
singing voices! Down through the shaft 
of light floated a company of angels! 
The whole sky was full of exquisite 
faces and forms! 

“Father! Mother! See!” she cried. 

The parents sat up, dazed by the 
white light. They rubbed their eyes and 
looked again. Surely they were dream- 
ing! But an angel came very near and 
said in a wonderful singing voice: 

“Fear not! Behold I bring you good 
tidings of great joy which shall be to 
all people. For unto you is born this 
day in the city of David a Saviour 
which is Christ the Lord.” 

“Glory to God in the highest, on earth 
peace, goodwill among men!” sang all 
the angels, drifting across the sky 
toward Bethlehem. Glory to God— 
Glory-to-God—Glo-ry e 

Fainter, farther away, stil fainter 
was the song. Slowly the white light 
was fading. 

“Mother! Father! Did you hear? 
Unto us—unto us—the angel said—was 
born the King! In our town—in the 
city of David—that’s Bethlehem, isn’t 
it?—that’s our town! The angel said it! 
Oh, can’t we go on?” 

Miriam was trembling with joy and 
excitement, but the parents seemed too 
dazed or afraid to move. 

A few rods away a group of excited 
men were hurrying by. They carried 
shepherds’ sticks, but their sheep were 
left behind. They, too, were gazing at 
the sky as they stumbled ove” ‘he stony 
way, repeating as they ran: 

“*Unto us! Unto us! A Saviour who 
is Christ the Lord.’” 

“Oh, please stop and help carry me!” 
cried Miriam. “We, tco, would go to 
Bethlehem.” 

Only one man heard. He stopped long 
enough to say, “I will return and help 
you. Not now, for our King has come 
and we must go and see this thing which 
has come to pass, which the angel has 
made known unto us.” 

Then Miriam’s father spoke. “We 
must follow. Up, mother, try again {” 
As they lifted the litter Miriam pointed 
upward, crying, “Oh, the star! That 
new star! So near! So very bright! 





It never was in our sky before! See it 
lights up all the road. for us!” 
On they went with quick, sure feet. 





One ray from the Star seemed to make 
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a path for them, to guide them around 
the rocks and along the smoothest way. 
Miriam’s eyes nevér turned away from 
it, and over and over again she tried to 
hum the angels’ glory-song. The. words 
she knew, but, oh, if she could only get 
the tune as they sang it! Her ears re- 
membered it, but someway her tongue 
could not sing it right. 

Her mother, gazing upward too, 
stumbled and fell in a heap. It was a 
terrible jolt as the litter struck the hard 

round and Miriam screamed with pain. 

hen they must rest a long time though 
so very near, That seetued hardest 
of all. 

Day was breaking when the shepherd 
returned, his face all aglow. 

“We have seen the King! my brothers 
and I! The baby-King that shall rule 
my people Israel, as the Ged of our 
fathers promised us. We must make 
known the saying that was told us con- 
cerning this child! But I will take you, 
little girl, and your parents first of all. 
Comet” 

To the inn they came and back of it 
to the stable with its manger of hay. 
What it was like or who were there 
Miriam never knew for she could only 
see the Wonderful Child lying there, the 
light that shone from His face and the 
beauty of it. Without a word the two 
men carried the litter close to the 
manger’s side. Involuntarily Miriam 
reached out her hand and laid it rever- 
ently upon the hay as she murmured: , 

“My little King!” 

The baby turned as though he heard. 
His hand touched hers for one brief 
moment. 

Then the men were carrying her 
away. But as she went she cried: 

“My pain is gone! My foot is well! 
I’m sure I could walk! Oh, mother! 
Oh, father! It is the gift of the Little 
Lord Jesus!” 


ORANGE, CAL, 
ae 


One Teacher’s Calendar 
(Continued from page 730) 


me and we went to see an exhibition of 
beautiful paintings in the evening. 

4. Made three calls on members of my 
class, and stopped on my way home to 
see the invalid mother of another girl. 


5. Went to the meeting of Sunday- 
school workers held every Saturday 
afternoon and heard a most helpful ex- 
position of the lesson. Am _ so glad 
these meetings have begun again. I get 
so much help from them. 

6. Every member of my class present 
to-day but two. Sent both of them a 
little note telling how much I missed 
them. Remained after Sunday-school 
for a little conference regarding plans 
for fall and winter. 


7. Bought a new book on Sunday- 
school methods, and have already found 
in it three or four things of special help 
to me. Had a telephone call from one 
of the girls absent yesterday telling me 
why she was not present, Also had a 
telephone call from one of my scholars 
of nearly a dozen years ago. 

8. Went to see the mother of one of 
my girls and succeeded in interesting 
her in the woman’s Bible class. Says 
she will come next Sunday. 

9. Had telephone talks with two of 
the girls. One of them called me up to 





invite me to her birthday party. I shall | 
have a little party for her myself the 
next evening. 

1o. Had all the class here for the 
evening, . 

11. Four of the girls went to prayer- 
meeting with me and we sat together. 


12. Went to the regular Saturday | 
meeting of Sunday-school workers and 
stayed for a little conference of teach- 
ers of young girls. Came home with 
ever so many helpful ideas. 

So this teacher’s Sunday-school cai- 
endar ran on in a way that showed that | 
there was not a day of the month that 
this teacher did not have her class in | 
mind in some definite and practical way. | 
She came into personal contact with all 
or some of the girls every week between 


| the many and varied discussions marked | 
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Sundays. One helpful thing not on the 
calendar was the fact that at least one 
full evening each week was devoted to 
the study of the lesson. 

Her success doesn’t seem to be acci- 
dental, does it?—J. L. H., Dorchester, 
Mass. * 


The Scripture Text Calendar con- 
taining texts applying to the Interna- 
tional Sunday. School Lessons for 1918 
may be ordered from the Christian Life 
Literature Fund, 600 Perry Building, 
Philadelphia, at 25 cents a copy, $1 for 
five copies, $2.25 for twelve, $4.25 for 
twenty-five, $8.25. for fifty, and $15 for 
one hundred copies. These prices were 
erroneously given in a notice of the 
Calendar in the issue of December 1, 
1917, as somewhat higher than they 
really are, 





A Fearless Challenge 
to the Critics 





This article reviews ‘* The Unity of the 

Pentatench,”’ by A. H. Finn (Marshall 

Brothers and the Bible League, London, 
70s. 6a). 


ROM time to time it is said with a 

good deal of confidence that the con- 
servative view of the Pentateuch cannot 
be held on grounds of scholarship, and 
that the critical position is one of the 
“assured results” which is no longer an 
open question, But this confidence has 
been rudely shaken during recent years 
by several writers, notably Dr. James 
Orr, Dr. Willis J. Beecher and Mr. Har- 
old- M. Wiener, who have compelled 
critical scholarship to reconsider its 
position and to admit that matters 
thought to be settled twenty years ago 
are still open. 

To the latest of these works of con- 
servative scholarship it is at once a duty 
and a pleasure to call attention. The 
author is a grandson of a well-known 
Hebrew scholar,- was himself born in 
the Holy Land, and, thus familiarized 
with Oriental life from childhood, has 
been engaged for years past in the study 
and teachings of the Old Testament. His 
book consists of two parts, the first be- 
ing devoted to a thorough examination 
of the evidence adduced by criticism, 
and the second taking the positive 
ground of criticising the various meth- 
ods and results accepted by the Higher 
Critical school, There are no fewer 
than fifty-three chapters and three ap- 
pendices. Not the least element of value 
is that the beok can be used with profit 
by those who have no knowledge of 

ebrew. 

The narratives of the Pentateuch from 
the creation to the time of Joshua are 
first taken‘and subjected to a thorough 
examination in the light of critical ar- 
guments, and no position adduced by 
criticism is overlooked. The various 
questions are all thoroughly examined 
and set aside as either inconclusive or 
impossible. 

Then follows the more technical, but 
very important question of the Laws, 
and these are first compared with one 
another and then with the history. It 
is rightly pointed out that it is in this 
connection the whole of the critical 
theory of the evolution of Hebrew re- 


ligion really rests. The result of this | 
examination shows that the reasons | 
| given for the critical view of the dates 
and order of the Laws are far from | 


convincing. 


In Part II the value of Mr. Finn’s | 


work becomes even greater, because he 
proves the objections to the critical 
position to be really insuperable. Among 


by keen logic and convincing argument, 
two chapters are notable, one on “Evo- 
lution” and the other on “Difficulties 
Avoided.” Mr, Finn shows with un- 
erring conviction that the difficulties of 
the critics are only avoided when the 
supernatural element is either reduced 
or removed. This chapter is most im- 
pressive. 


The conclusion of the entire book is | 


that the critical movement does not rest 
upon facts, that its methods are un- 


sound, and its results therefore invalid. 
Mr. Finn does not hesitate to say that 
the conservative view is at least as com- 
patible with the evidence as the critical, 
and in many instances is far more in 
accordance with the facts of the case. 
The Bishop of Durham writes an in- 
teresting and impressive Preface, and 
that eminent Oriental scholar, Dr. St. 
Clair Tisdall, expresses the opinion that 
this is one of the ablest books on the 
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subject, because the author faces every 
difficul ty, and without any harshness is 
able to show the untenableness of the 
Higher Critical position. Thus the book 
constitutes a new challenge which it is 
cordially hoped will be accepted b 
critical scholars. <A consérvative schol- 

ip is once more seen to face issues 
fearlessly, and to be more than willing 
» abide the results without the slightest 
ear. 





The Call for the Week of Prayer 


DECEMBER 30, 1917--JANUARY 6, 1918 





To the Churches of Christ in America: 


In the year now behind us, the 
whole civilized world has been solemnly 
called to learn in the school of God. The 
disciplines of life have been heavy upon 
us, but the light of the knowledge of the 
Glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ 
has been upon the page as we scanned it. 
By that light we have learned much that 
may help us to face all that lies ahead. 

We have been forced to distrust our 
feeble-measures of the power, the wis- 
dom, and the love of God. We have 
been driven to question both the ade- 
quacy and the finality of our interpre- 
tation to the world of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. Non-Christian writers in the 
East have boldly challenged Christianity. 
The Holy Spirit is leading us through 
our failures, not only to a deeper search, 
but also to an earnest expectation of 
what other nations, more lately come 
under the influence of the Gospel, may 
realize in the risen, exalted, and omnipo- 
tent Son of God. 

The things that are shaken are crumb- 
ling, and with them is being removed the 
veil that hides “the City which hath 
foundations, whose builder and maker 
is God.” In this way, the realities of 
life have proved the realities of. faith; 
God and sin in eternal opposition; re- 
demption and renewal the only way to 
peace; the Spirit of God upon the chaos 
our assurance that God is _ indeed 
“within the shadow.” 

We are called anew to exercise the 
unspeakable privilege of Prayer. The 
magnitudes of the time are so great that 
nothing human can compass them. God 
has pressed back into our trembling 
hands the supreme instrument of ap- 
proach to Himself. 

Did ever year open with a more 
clamant need for what is represented by 
-the World’s Evangelical Alliance? The 
Alliance mobilizes the faith of the 
world for Common Prayer, Christian 
Unity, and Co-operation, These are 
preludes to insight and vision, revival 
and new spiritual life, in preparation for 
the sure fulfilment of the promise of His 
Coming. “Whose Kingdom is an ever- 
lasting Kingdom, and Whose Dominion 
is from generation to generation.” 

We are, Yours in the fellowship of 
Christ, 

The Federal Council of the Churches 
of Christ in America. 


Frank Mason Norta, 
President. 


Sunday, December 30—Topic for Sermons and 
Addresses 





“The Eternal Things.”—Dan. 4: 3; 2 Cor. 4: 
| 8: Heb. a: 10; 12: 27. 


Monday, December 31—Thanksgiving and 
Confession. 


| Thanksgiving—For the unnumbered mercies 
of the year now closing. In spite of the 
awful antagonisms of war, for the ever- 
widening circle of brotherhood in Christ. 

Confession—That Christian witness, even at 
its best, so little reflects the mind of 
Christ. 

Prayer—That the followers of Christ, speak- 
ing the Truth in love, may make ‘no com- 
promise with evil. That the number of 
those who look for His glorious appearing 
may be increased. 

Scripture Readings—Acts 17 : 24-28; Matt. 
11 : 28-30; 1 Peter 2: 21-25; 1 John 2: 3-6; 

| Thess. §: a2. 


Tuesday, January 1—The Church Universal— 
The “One Body” of Which Christ is the 
Head. 

Thanksgiving—For the body of Christian 

witness throughout the ages. That a com- 





mon purpose, with diversity of gifts, is 
drawing the various Communions together. 
For heart-searching in the Churches con- 
cerning their inefficiency. 

Confession—That when the Church has failed 
the cause is not in her Lord, but in her- 
self. Of the Church’s failure to reach the 
young manhood and young womanhood of 
the world. 

Petitions—That 1918 may witness new ad- 
vances towards Christian Unity. That 
through sanctification. of the Spirit, love of 
the Truth, and new gifts of wisdom and 
energy, the witness of the Church may be- 
come the beacon of the world. That the 
primary duty of the Church to evangelize 
may be given its true place. 

Scripture Readings—Eph. 2: 13-22; Heb. 11 : 
g2 to 12:2; Eph. 4: 10-16; Mal. 3: 10; 
Prov. 23: 22-26; 2 Thess. 2: 13-15; Matt. 
28 : 18-20. ; 


Wednesday, Janvary 2—Nations and Their 
Rulers. 


Prayer—That the purposes of God in Christ 
may be sought and known among the na- 
tions. That in the development of their 
national ideals, the nations may find Christ. 
That efforts for the establishment of lasting 
Peace among the nations may be divinely 
guided. That reconstructions may be con- 
sidered and effected with due regard to the 
Word of God and the things which are 
eternal. That the burdens of rulers, and. of 
those who make and influence public opin- 
ion, may be laid upon the hearts of Chris- 
tians everywhere. For smaller nations 
sorely troubled and suffering through the 
war. For all servants of the community. 

Scripture Readings—Prov. 14:34; 21: 13 
1 Peter 4: 19; 2 Peter 3:9; John 12: 20- 
32; Isaiah 2: 2-4; 1 Cor. 4: 1-5. 


Thursday, January 3—Families, Schools, Col- 

leges, and the Young. 

Thanksgiving—For the blessing attaching to 
family life. For the comfort and assurance 
of a blessed immortality. in bereavements. 

Petitions—That the privileges and responsi- 
bilities of parenthood may be gladly ac- 
cepted. That in households, family wor- 
ship and “the nurture and -admonition of 
the Lord” may have first place. That in 
their readings, amusements, and compan- 
ionship, the young may be kept unspotted 
from the world. For blessing on all teach- 
ers. That in all institutions of learning, 
the fear of the Lord may be the beginning 
of wisdom. 

Scripture Readings—Psa. 127; 2 Cor. 1: 43 
s Cor. 15 : 54-57; Matt. 18: 1-6; Prov. 4: 7; 
9: 10-12, 


Friday, January 4—Home Missions. 


Petition—That the needs of every class in 
the community may find an echo in the 
heart of the Church. That Christian sym- 
pathy, fair dealing, and mutual respect as 
between employers and employed, may 
bring men together in mutual regard. 

Scripture Readings—Matt. 22: 1-10; Prov. 22: 
1, 2; Jas. 2: 1-9; Mal. 2: 10; 2 Cor. 3: 12-18. 


Saturday, January 5—Missions Among Mos- 
lems and Heathen. 


Thanksgiving—That even a world-wide war 
cannot delay the wheels of His chariot. 
That the Churches in the Mission Field are 
frankly assuming their responsibilities. 
That Religious Liberty is becoming uni- 
versal. 

Prayer—For Churches and Missions suffer- 
ing through the war. That the heritage of 
the Church may be enriched by the faith 
and fresh experience of the young churches. 
That amid the necessary modifications of 
form and, method, the Lord’s messengers 
may hold fast Eternal Truth. 

Scripture Readings—Dan. 2: 34, 35, 45; 4: 
1-33, Isaiah go: 1-8; Matt. 2: 1-11; Eph. 4: 
4-6. 


These subjects are issued with the ap- 
proval of the Evangelical Alliance for the 
United States of America. The Council has 
adopted the message and, with slight 
changes, the subjects issued in behalf of the 
World’s Evangelical Alliance by the British 
Evangelical Alliance. It can’ be obtained in 
quantities at $1 a hundred from Rev. Charles 
S. Macfarland, tos East 22nd St., New York. 





























: oa 


LESSON FOR DEC. 30 (Review) 


OO ee er 





0 ee ae ee ee 





[ Books That Are 





Worth Knowing } 





Looking Forward Day by Day (By 
Judson Swift, D.D.).—For years prison 
chaplains have felt the need of a devo- 
tional book to place in the hands of 
prisoners, and Dr. Swift has now issued 
a little book to meet this need. It gives 
for each day a Bible verse, a prayer, and 
a bit of devotional reading for morning 
and evening devotions. The book. is 
distributed in the prisons free of charge. 
The introduction has been written by 
Colonel Roosevelt. (American Tract 
Society, New York.) 


The Cruise of the Deep Sea Scouts 
(By Captain Thomas D. Parker, Wi S. 
N.).—The Dolphin Patrol in this boys 
story has as its scoutmaster a retired 
naval officer, who receives from the Sec- 
retary of the Navy permission to go 
with his scouts aboard the Monongahela, 
a new naval training. ship. One of the 
scouts was. late in,keeping his appoint- 

"ment, and he had the novel experience 
of going on board through the help of 
a naval aviator, who took him out to 
sea in his hydroplane. The boys had 
to work a lot on the ship; but boys 
don’t mind that so long as they are hav- 
ing a good time. (W. A. Wilde Com- 
pany, Boston, $1.25 net.) ‘ 


The Protestant Reformation and Its 
Influence.—By way of anticipating the 
autumn celebration of the beginning of 
the Reformation, the Northern Presby- 
terian General Assembly last May held 
meetings in four churches in which the 
various sides of that great event were 
discussed by members of the Assembly. 
By its order these have now been pub- 
lished, They are doubly valuable as ex- 
hibiting the outcome of study and 
thought in the interpretation of the 
work of the Reformers and the churches 
which grew out of their activity, and 
as showing the historical scholarship at- 


tained in this denomination. (The 
Westminster Press, Philadelphia, 75 
cents net.) 


The Pocket Treasury (Military Edi- 
tion).—Many a soldier will think hard 
about his eternal welfare when he is 
facing death day after day in the 
trenches. Then he will rejoice to have 
such a little book.as this Pocket Treas- 
ury, telling clearly and simply how to 
become a Christian, giving instructions 
as to how to live the Christian life, and 
with choice -passages of Scripture. 
Favorite hymns are included, and a list 
of verses for memorizing. The Scrip- 
ture selections seem to have’ been 
chosen with the needs of the soldier in 
mind; their heartening words will 


strengthen his faith, and give him cour- 


age. (Bible Institute Colportage Asso- 
ciation, Chicago, Ill.; 5 cents, or $4.50 
per 100.) 


Using the Resources of the Country ’ 


Church (By Professor Ernest R. 
, Groves).—The author shows how the 
country church may touch the com- 
munity at every point, helping to con- 
serve its mental and physical health, 
watching over its recreations, and safe- 
guarding the moral welfare of the peo- 
ple. He suggests a program of social 
service that is wonderfully fine; but it 
must be kept in mind that, while the 
church must minister to the needs of its 
community, its first and supreme duty is 
to. give the Gospel of Christ, a fact 
which one following closely the program 
here outlined might be led to overlook. 
The pastor of the country church who 
keeps this in mind can be greatly bene- 
fited by a study of this book. (Asso- 
ciation Press, New York, 75 cents.) 


The Little Book of the Flag (By Eva 
March Tappan).—In contrast with the 
flag made by the skilful fingers of Betsy 
Ross, which must have been sewed with 
the tiniest of stitches imaginable, was 
the flag that floated in 1777 over Fort 
Schuyler, on the site of what is now 
Rome, N. Y., when it was attacked by 
British and Indians. “A white shirt 
provided the white stripes and the stars, 
and the petticoat of a soldier’s wife the 








red stripes. As for the blue ground 
for the stars, it was cut from the cloak 
of Captain Abram Swartwout. The re- 
sult was not very elegant, but it was a 
flag!” This:is one of the many interest- 
ing stories which the author weaves into 
this little history of the evolution of the 
Stars and Stripes, The frontispiece 
gives some hint of whaf a land of many 


flags ours was in the early days. 
(Houghton Mifflin Company, Boston, 
$1 net.) 


Why and Because, A Scripture Game 
for Young and Old (Compiled by M. 
Henwood ).—How to get boys and girls 
to memorize Scripture is a problem in- 
teresting many a Christian worker. 
Here is one. way of solving the problem: 
a series of fifty questions and answers 
taken from the Bible and so arranged 
as to. make. an interesting game. The 
answers to the questions are in the 
form of Bible verses; as ‘they must be 
read aloud when called for, the children 
who play this game will unconsciously 
learn many Bible verses, each one re- 
lated to a definite thought concerning 
the Christian life. The Scripture ref- 
erence for each verse is given, and 
when older boys and girls are playing 
is to be called for, making the game ad- 
ditionally valuable. (M. Henwood, 27 
East Upsal Street, Germantown, 50 


cents, 5 cents postage.) 


Long Live the King (By Mary Rob- 
erts Rinehart). It has taken a mother 
of boys to write the most appealing of 
the many thrilling romances which 
build themselves upon the vicissitudes of 
a little unknown kingdom, somewhere 
in Europe. The hero is a boy, the man- 
liest little fellow, and, although he is 
the descendant of kings and lives the 
very much regulated life of a crown 
prince, he knows the yearnings, the de- 
lights, the wunself-conscious honesty, 
which are the hall-marks of good boy- 
dom everywhere. There is, of course, 
the gruff and loyal old chancellor, and 
the beautiful and wicked countess spy. 
Even this lady’s hard heart succumbs to 
the trusting eyes of the little prince, for 
Mrs. Rinehart simply cannot imagine a 
woman who wouldn’t. Her many ad- 
mirers will find her facile pen as enter- 


taining as ever. (Houghton Mifflin 
Company, Boston, $1.50.) 
A Knight of the Cross (By Law- 


rence Saint).—Mr. Saint’s allegory of 
the Christian life as it is to be lived 
in the twentieth century is marked by 
spiritual fervor and high purpose, and 
has many exalted passages. It is a re- 
vealing vision of the Christian’s soul- 
struggles and victory. The author him- 
self is an artist, a designer of beautiful 
church windows, and the text reflects his 
artistic soul. A special paper-bound 
subscription editton, without the color- 
plates of the first edition, has now been 
printed and is making a place for itself 
in the religious book world. It has. in- 
terested an ex-President of the United 
States and many notable people, and the 
author has messages from ‘those who 
have been saved and led into a higher 
Christian life by its reading. (George 
W. Jacobs and Company, Philadelphia, 
publishers, but all books should be or- 
dered direct from the author, Lawrence 
Saint, Wyncote, Pa.; 15 cents; 25 copies, 
$2.50; 50 copies, $5.) 


Meeting the Master (By Ozora S. 
Davis, D.D.).—Few things are more 
striking and suggestive in the Gospels 
than the delineations of the characters 
of those who came into contact with 
Christ, while in studying them it is also 
possible to study him by contrast. In this 
admirable little volume Dr. Davis fol- 
lows the plan so well and ably indicated 
by that truly interesting book, “Conversa- 
tions With Christ.” There are thirteen 
chapters, dealing with the most impor- 
tant people in the Gospels, and the 
treatment of our Lord’s intercourse with 
them shows both the features of his 

( Continued on next tage) 
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1000 Calories 
(The Unit of Food Value) 


For 5 Cents 


In Delightful Quaker Oats 


Think of that—almost a half-day’s food need for a nickel, in the 
queen of all the grain foods. Hardly more than it used to cost in the 
low-price days. 


Compare it with other foods, which Quaker Oats can readily dis- 
place. You will see that it saves you, on the average, at least 75 per cent. 





Cost of 1000 Calories in Other Staple Foods 





Milk 15.0 cts. Ham 18.7 cts. Round Steak 27.3 cts. 
Bread 8.5 cts. Bacon 15.8 cts. Potatoes 15.8 cts. 
Eggs 41.0 cts. Chicken 55.5 cts. Lima Beans 39.2 cts. 





Quaker Oats is Nature's sovereign food in its most delightful form. 
It contains, in just the right proportions, all the elements we need. 


Its energizing value is proverbial. 














Use it in bread and muffins, in pancakes and cookies. _It is more than 
a breakfast dainty. No other cereal gives to foods so much exquisite flavor. 


Quaker Oats 


Quaker Oats are made from only the 
rich, plump, flavory oats. In.this selec- 
tion a bushel of choice oats yields but ten 


pounds of Quaker. 
So Quaker Oats has become world- 


famous for its wealth of flavor. Among 
oat lovers everywhere it is the favorite 
brand. Yet it costs no extra price. 


The way to make oat foods doubly popu- 
lar is to make them with Quaker Oats. 


12c and 30c per package in United States and Canada, except in far 
West and South where high freights may prohibit 





Quaker Oats Bread 


2 cups ker Oats, 5 cups flour, 
2 cups boiling water, % cup mo- 
lasses, 3 tell salt, LL ip 
butter or other fat, 1 cake compressed 


Quaker Oats Muffins 
ked ker Oats, 134 flour, 1 scalded 
nil Ves, 4 level tatoos baking powder, 2 tablespoons melted 
utter, teaspoon » t blespoons » 
Turn scalded milk on Quaker Oem. kt stand five minutes; add 








yeast dissolved in 4 cup luk ugar, salt and melted butter; sift in flour and baki der; mi 
— wre | Eee 
Add boiling water to oats and let ra 
stand one hour, add molasses, salt, Quaker Oats Sweetbits 


butter or fat, dissolved yeast cake 
and flour. nse until double in 
bulk. Knead thoroughly and shape 
into loaves. Put into br 
let rise until double in bulk and 
ke 45 minutes. 


1 cup sugar, 2 eggs, 2 teaspoons baking powder, | tablespoon 
butter, | teaspoon vanille, 2% cups uncooked Quaker Oats. 

Cream butter and sugar. ‘Add yolks of eqas. 
to which baking powder has been added, add vanilla. 

Beat whites of eggs stiff and add last. Drop on buttered tins with 
a teaspoon, but very few on each tin, as they spread. Bake in slow 
oven. Makes about 65 cookies. 





This recipe makes two loaves. 
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If You Are 
Really Going 
to Master the 
Gospel of Mark 


then think what it will mean to have such “ Side- 
lights"’ as these shining on your way clear from 
January to June of 1918. 


@ Remember, the Improved Uniform Lessons com- 
mencing in January are the finest offering ever made 
by the International Lessun Committee to the Sun- 
day-schools of the world. 


@ And the first six months of the new year will 
cover every syllable of the Gospel of Mark. 


q These lessons in Mark will be fully treated by 
he Sunday School Times’ famous staff of lesson 
writers, to whom is now added Dr. C. I. Scofeld 
himself, in a brief, every-week article on “The 
Prophecy in .this Lesson.” 





@ But in addition to all that, the Times will give 
ou the following remarkable ‘‘ Sidelights"" on these 
essons in Mark, taking up big, vital questions more 
fully than they can a dealt with in the regular 
lesson department. Here they are: 


How to Study the Gospel of Mark (see page 727) 
What Really is “ The Gospel”? 

Wherein Was Jesus God’s Only Son? 
Conquering Demon Possession To-day 

Does God’s Forgiveness Pauperize Us ? 

If a Publican Had Been Your Neighbor 

How Should a Christian Keep the Sabbath? 
Why Jesus Used Parables 

What Does “The Kingdom” Actually Mean? 
Jesus’ Views of the Old Testament 

Why Did Our Lord Work Miracles ? 

The True Meaning of Christian Liberty 

What is Meant by “ Confessing Christ” ? 
Jesus’ Own Teachings about Divorce 

Why Jesus Needed to Die 

How Jesus Said This Age Would End 

The Meaning of the Lord’s Supper 

What Did Jesus’ Trial Stand For? 

If Jesus’ Body Had Not Been Raised—? 


HERE are friends of yours,—fellow-teachers, neighbors, 

members of your now grown up and in Chris- 
tian service,—who are still among the “ not-yet” subscribers 
to The Sunday School Times. Will you send us the names 
of these friends, so that we may send them free specimen 
copies of the paper? And will you invite them to join the 
club of which you are a member, or to start a club in a 
school where none as yet exists? Can you render them a 
year-long service in any simpler, better way? Address The 


Sunday School Times Co., 1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia. 









































Books That Are Worth Knowing 


( Continued from preceding page) 


character and also his influence on the 
other lives. These are only given in 
outline, but the book is all the better 
for this, because it will make people 
think and meditate for themselves. It 
is part of the new plan for a daily de- 
votional study of the Bible in the 
“Everyday Life Series,” and provides a 
subject for each week with passages 
and meditations for every day, covering 
thirteen weeks. (Association Press, 
New York, 60 cents.) 


The War-Time Task of Every Church 
and Community (Prepared by the Com- 
mittee on War-Time Local Inter-Church 
Work of the Federal Council of 
Churches).—Packed with a great va- 
riety of suggestions for the local church 
as to what.it can do to serve the cause 
of Christ in view of new war condi- 
tions, this pamphlet of sixty-four pages 
will be helpful to every pastor, and to 
the war-work committee which it is ad- 
vised he should ‘appoint. The pastor 
should be on his guard against the over- 
emphasis in the booklet as to preaching 
“social and economic ideals,” and as to 
the possible underestimate of the value 
of the old-time Gospel, “believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ and thou shalt be 
saved,” as the vital message for the 
twentieth century soldier; but, barring 


this, the book will be very helpful in. 


showing local churches how to organize, 
and how to co-operate with neighbor 
churches, in reaching the soldiers in the 
cantonments at home, and in keeping in 
touch with the soldier boys in Europe 
sent out from, their own precincts. 
(Commission on Inter-Church Feder- 
ation, 105 East 22d St., New York City; 
10 cents a copy, postpaid; or 12 copies 
for $1.) 


The Stuff of Manhood: Some Needed 
Notes on American Character (By Rob- 
ert E, Speer, D.D.).—For the second 
time Robert E, Speer has delivered the 
Merrick Lectures before the students 
of Ohio Wesleyan University, and his 
stirring book is the gathering up of the 
lectures themselves in the colloquial 
form in which they were delivered. But 
Mr. Speer’s colloquial form is so far 
beyond that of most writers or speakers 
in his use of meaningful words and 
arresting phrases that one is glad he did 
not do much revising of the original 
lectures. There is- always something 
about his addresses that exalts the pos- 
sibilities of a God-led and Christ-con- 
trolled man far beyond the ordinary 
levels of our existence. The signifi- 
cance of the sub-title, “Some Needed 
Notes in American Character,” is ap- 
parent if one even glances at the table 
of contents, noticing such chapters as 
“Discipline and Austerity,” “The Con- 
servation and Release of Moral Re- 
sources,” “An Unfrightened Hope,” 
“The Joy of the Minority,” and the 
closing chapter, “The Life Invisible.” 
(Fleming H. Revell, Company, New 
York, $1 net.) 


The Life in Christ (By Edgar Young 
Mullins, D.D., LL.D.—Dr,. Mullins’ vol- 
ume of sermons on vital themes of 
‘Christian faith and living is a winsome 
and wholesome work. The sermons, 
occupied with things that .loom high, 
are fresh, plain-spoken, alive with apt 
illustration widely gathered, and touched 
here and there with humor. They are 
the output of a mind grounded in Chris- 
tian verities; versed in the theological 
wilfulnesses of the day, and able from 
frequent handling to put solid, conserva- 
tive positions frankly, rationally, and 
persuasively. Breadth of treatment, 
perhaps, makes these sermons less 
adapted for devotional reading. Souls 
in eager quest weary of the “scientific” 
approach to life, and crave to see spirit- 
ual truth relieved of scaffolding and set 
on its own inimitable foundations. 
Through many alert and able forth- 
puttings of our American pulpit one 
peers in vain for deep and glowing 
backgrounds, for words that, as Luther 
once said, become “hands.” Yet God 
fails not to weave all faithful witness- 


‘ing into the fabric of his self-manifes- 


tation; touches of insight here give de- 





Simple, safe and effective, avoiding internal 4 
Vaporized Cresolene relieves the pa: of ~ 
and Spasmodic Cr at A 
before it has achance of dovelooing into something worse, and 
Stpecttate Hees Eat SOENE cold isa cold. 
rs. Ballington Booth : “Ne . there 
are young children, should be with oat thie lamp.” 
The air carrying the antiseptic vapor, inhaled with every 
makes breathing easy and relieves the congestion, 
assuring restful nights. 
It is called a b00n by Asthma sufferers. 
For the b hial comp licati of Scarlet Fever and Mea- 
sles, and as an aid in the treatment of Diphtheria, Cresolene 
is valuable on account of its p ful 1 liti 
It is a protection te those exposed. 
ak SEnae © SED Saami ey aaoae is ite 38 years of success- 
use. 
Sold by Druggists. Send for dé ve booklet. 
Try Cresolene Antiseptic Throat Tablets for the irritated. 
throat, composed of slippery elm bark, licorice, sugar and 
Cresolene. They can't you. Of your druggist or from 
us, 10c. in stamps. 


The VAPO-CRESOLENE CO., 62 Cortlandt St., New York 











or Leeming -Miles Building, Montreal, Canada 














Accounts Always Audited and Correct 


REVELL’S Church Treasurer’s 


Special Offer A returnable copy of this Record will 
be sent, postpaid, for examination to 
any treasurer. Give number of church members. 


FLEMING H. COMPANY 
158 Fifth Aveane, New York 17 N. Wabash Avenue, Chicage 





light; and often unexpected light on fa- 
miliar passages of Scripture makes the 
total truth live. (Fleming H. Revell 
Company, New York, $1.25 net.) 


Seven Doubts of a Biologist (By 
Stewart McDowall, B.D.).—There are 
many paths into the kingdom of God, 
and every account of a soul’s pilgrim- 
age is welcome for its indications of the 
wonderful variety of the Divine meth- 
ods of.:working.. Here, in brief form is 
the experience of the way in which 
seven difficulties. were., resolved, called 
respectively the doubts about God, Sin, 
Atonement, God’s' Goodness, Prayer, 
Heaven, and the Trinity. It is interest- 
ing to follow the working.of an acute 
and independent mind in facing these 
problems. The first and last chapters 
are the best and most convincing, 
though it must be confessed that~Chris- 
tianity is something much fuller, richer, 
and deeper than is here depicted. In 
particular the treatment of the Atone- 
ment is decidedly inadequate. The truth 
is that the most vital realities will never 
be reached by scientific reasoning or ex- 
pressed in terms of biological analogies. 
But so far as they go, these testimonies 
of the way in which doubts were re- 
solved will do a useful work in remov- 
ing difficulties and preparing the soul 
for full spiritual satisfaction in the com- 
plete Christianity of the New Testa- 
ment. (Longmans, Green and Com- 
pany, New York, 40 cents net.) 


Lectures on Messianic Prophecy (By 
Mark Lev).—The waters of baptism 
have not washed out Mark Lev’s pride 
in the fact that the blood of Abraham 
runs in his veins. On the outside of this 
book he puts in parentheses “A Hebrew 
Christian.” - The significance of Bible 
names appeals tremendously to Mr. Lev, 
ang often in his public addresses, in 
praising God that he has found the 
Christian’s Christ to be the Jew’s Mes- 
siah, he declares his joy in the fact that 
he bears both a New Testament and an 
Old Testament name, his given name be- 
ing that of the writer of one of the 
Gospels, and his patronymic that of the 
great tribe to whom God entrusted the 
priestly functions of the Theocracy; and 
Mr. Lev believes that is is lineally de- 
scended from the third son*of Jacob and 
Leah. 

The author “bringeth forth out of his 
treasure things new and old.” He finds 
the beginnings of the Messianic prom- 
ise not in Genesis 3:15, where the Re- 
deemer is promised in the seed of the 
woman, but in Genesis 1:26, 27, where 
man is made in the image of God; and 
he adduces Scripture in a,most interest- 
ing way to prove that Elohim (God) 
took a form in order to create, and in 
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LESSON FOR DEC. 30 (Review) 


S PROBABLY MORE; 
PHYSICIANS 


RECOMMEND 


Scott’s Emulsion 
for coughs, colds and 
bronchitis than all other 
medicines combined, be- 


cause it relieves the 












affection, upbuilds str 
creates body-warmth an 
benefits the blood to thwart 


grippe and pneumonia. _ « 
@ No alcohol or narcotic drug im Scott’s. ©@ 

Scott & Bowne, Bloomfield,N.J. 17-47 @ 
ee eee 








The Most Simple and Time Saving 


Head’s S. S. Secretaries’ Record 
Head’s S. S. Class Books — 


Nothing more simple, giving a perfect record of entire 
school, has ever been issued. 
A returnable sample copy of both books sent for 
examination on request. 


FLEMING H. COMPANY 
158 Fifth Avenue, New York 17 N. Wabash Avewee, Chicago 





the fulness of time appeared in that 
same form in order to redeem. He 
traces the Messianic promise from its 
breaking forth as a bud and its flower- 
ing throughout all the Scriptures, to its 
ultimate fruitage in the setting up of 
the Messianic Kingdom. He observes 
this» development by stages, through 
seven prophetic lines: The universal, 
involving the promise of the seed of the 
woman; thé racial, involving the bless- 
ing ‘of Shem; the patriarchal, involving 
God’s’ covenant with Abraham; the 
hereditary, involving the heirship o 
Isaac; the national, involving the: Mes- 
sianic character of Israel; the tribal, in- 
volving the scepter of Judah; and the 
dynastic, involving the sure mercies of 
David. The freshness of his interpreta- 
tion is enhanced by reason of the fact 
that he works it out in the light of 
ancient Jewish lore, into which he seems 
to have read deeply. He is constantly 
quoting from the Talmud. (Mark Lev, 


939 Sunset Boulevard, Los Angeles, 
Cal., 75 cents, postpaid.) 
Rational Orthodoxy. Essays on | 


Mooted Questions (By a Member of the 
Presbytery of New York).— When 
Christ told his disciples to love God 
with their “minds,” he evidently meant 
them to use their intellectual powers. 
But as man’s nature includes much more 
than a mental element, there is a real 
danger of deciding questions of vital 
Christianity by the intellect only, and 
then of rejecting anything that does not 
meet that test. But as Luther said, “It 
is the heart that makes the theologian,” 
and while the reasoning powers are 
essential and important, some of the 
deepest things in life (quite apart from 
religion) are not settled by the mind 
alone. All Christians should be at once 
“orthodox” and “rational,” and _ yet 
orthodoxy is infinitely more than ration- 
ality. This is a reminder of the real 
risk of submitting Christianity to the 


reason by itself lest thereby the Gospel. 


be reduced to the limits merely of what 
can be understood and accepted by the 
mind. 

The present book has scarcely escaped 
‘this danger, for it assumes an attitude 
to the Bible which is liable to lead to 
serious results. Thus the opening words 
of the preface refer to the questions 
being considered “from a rational point 
of view and without any appeal either 
to human or divine authority.” But this 
antithesis between reason and authority 
is fallacious because reason must have 
an authority other than itself, and in- 
deed much of this book is better than its 
opening statement in making an appeal 
to Scripture. Then, too, it is said that 
Opinions are to be based on “Scripture 


‘| informing and. valuable. 
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and experience,” but here again there is 
peril, that of co-ordinating experience 
with Scripture instead of testing the 
former by the latter. 

The most serious danger, however, is 
that of regarding the Bible as inerrant 
only or questions of spiritual life, 
though nothing is said as to how readers 
are to distinguish the human and the 
superhuman in Scripture. If, where 
the Bible can be tested, it is seen to be 
i accurate, how may readers feel sure 
of its. truth where, on matters of Divine 
revelation, it cannot be verified? Be- 
sides, the instances here alleged of in- 
accuracy are all capable of a thoroughly 
satisfactory explanation. 

But on most of the questions dis- 
cussed the author is better than his atti- 
tude, for usually his conclusions are 
true, strong, and cogent. On the Atone- 
ment he is not satisfactory in several 
respects (pp. 341, 345), but on the Vir- 
gin Birth, the Resurrection, and the 


Reity of Christ, he is true and helpful. 


n Darwinian Evolution his criticisms 
are acute and convincing, and in other 
parts of the book these is much that is 
But the book 
as a whole does not seem to have a 
foundation strong enough for the build- 
ing erected. To justify all the conten- 
tions ere rightly maintained, a far 
firmer basis in Biblical authority is 
needed. And so the work needs care 
and discrimination; but with these the 
reader will be glad to come in contact 
with a masculine, independent, and for 
the most part, an orthodox thinker. 
(Funk and Wagnalls Company, New 
York, $1.50 net.) 


A Calendar to Quicken 
_ Missionary Zeal 


T WAS in connection with his great 

missionary command that Christ said, 
“Lo, I. am with you alway.” “Alway” 
is every. day, and a missidnary calendar 
is the best kind for a Christian to count 
the days by. The A. W. Roffe Mission- 
ary Calendar for 1918 is illustrated at 
the top of every page with a picture 
showing mission activity, and is hand- 
somely printed. The message for every 
Lord’s Day is from the Bible, and for 
every weekday is an inspiring mission- 
ary fact or quotation, as for instance, 
Tuesday, October 22, “Missionary or 
ommission-ary?” The top-of-page fact 
for October is, “A year of the war 
would maintain this redemptive world 
enterprise for 365 years.” (The Chris- 
tian Life Literature Fund, 600 Perry 
Building, Philadelphia; 35 cents; three 
for $1; six for $1.75; twelve for $2.65.) 


3) 
A Daily Bible-Reading Plan 


ANY persons who desire to givé 

systematic, regular time to Bible 
reading find it difficult from lack of any 
definite plan to follow. Many of the 
Times’ readers have found most help- 
ful as an aid to systematic daily Bible 
reading, the plan outlined by Miss Etta 
Konitzky. And each year more readers 
join the number who, through the simple 
incentive furnished by this little leaflet, 
are learning the joy and bl-ssing of a 
better acquainted with the whole of 
the Word of God, 

The outline provides for daily read- 
ings for mornifig and evening, and in 
this way.covers the whole Bible in one 
year. Or, if desired, a two-year course 
may be followed from the same leaflet 
by using the morning readings for the 
first year and the evening readings for 
the second year. The morning read- 
ings take up the books of the Old Testa- 
ment’ consecutively, with the exception 
of Psalms and Proverbs; the evening 
readings, Psalms, Proverbs, and the 
books. of the New Testament in their 
order. Another outline provides daily 
readings for completing the New Testa- 
ment only in a single year. ‘Both plans 
are clear, ‘mple, and definite. 

The leaflets and cards giving the read- 
ings to be followed can be secured by 
sending a three-cent stamp to Miss Etta 
Konitzky, Reisterstown Road, near Kate 
Avenue, Baltimore, Md. 





SELECT 
NOTES 


$1.35 delivered. 


9€¢ The volume for 1918 is now ready, 
with many new and striking features 
made possible by the 
Uniform Graded Lessons. 


You will find in it a rare combination of 
carefully culled facts, explanations, helpful 
comments and practical 
will make the lesson a pleasure to teach 
and a delight and inspiration to the class. 


Send for Free Sample Pages, and note how clearly yet concisely the 
Scripture text is explained and illustrated. Cloth, 384 pages, $1.25 net; 
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Improved 


suggestions which 





New Improved Uniform Graded Quarterlies 
Contain all the new and striking improvements made by the Lesson Committee in their 
this course the best ever offered to schools. The valuable asset of 
uniform text is retained, and from various parts of this text are develo 
verses and stories suitable for the various grades but harmonious with this central theme. 
This is the ideal peped—aeting baby study possible and adding greatly to the 
ool. 


effort to 


efficiency of the teaching force of 


Teachers’ Quarterlies 
eatest assistants to teachers who are anxious to present the lessons ip “he most 


The 
helpful on concise form. 


Superintendents are invited to send for sample Quarterlies and Home Depart- 


ment requisites. 


subjects, memory 





Books for Young People 


The books we publish are of exceptional worth and merit. Our object isto pro- | 
Although these + ily f yA gp af pla eve RE > 

stories are primarily for young people, t are i interesting t 
cider senda, We dhell be pldessd to cand eur csmpinte Bock Cotalemee ca seamen.” 


vide good literature for young people 





Wilde’s Bible Picture Sets 


A selected list df 60 sybjects to illustrate the International Sunday School Lessons 

x, 60 cents, postpaid. | 
If the entire set is not:desired they ¢an be ordered’ in lots of ten or more. Price, 
In ordering, give the numbers. 


for 1918. Price, in a bo 


1 cent each, postpaid. 











CHICAGO,ILL. W.A. WILDE CO. sostTon, mass. 











On the BEACH and BOARDWALK 
ATLANTIC CITY, N. J. 
Rest— Recreation— Recuperation 
Spend a few days at Chalfonte— 
the hotel of hospitality and home- 
like charm. American plan: Golf 
and yacht privileges. Make res- 
* efrvations now. ~ 

. THE LEEDS COMPANY - 

















DR. JAMES M. GRAY’S NEW BOOK 


PROPHECY 


AND THE LORD’S RETURN. Only 75c. 


What ie the purpose of God 


in th sent cataclysm ? 
Does deal with the wo ia ae ? k 
Deo aay of Monty ie, of ezevnel interes 


Bible Institute, of unusual interest 


at the present time. 
F. H. REVELL 0, 158 Filth Av., NL Y.; 17 N. Wabash Av., Chicage 
2 ARETE ES EILEEN TENE ONIN EK TORRE A REECE EE ETERS: 














Missionary Studies 
for the Sunday-School 
Edited by George H. Trull 


These small, inexpensive books aré written es- 
pecially for circulation among. Sunday-school 
scholars. They are issued in three series, and 
the second and third series in two grades each, 
Junior and Senior. 

Price 20 cents each, postpaid,.10 or more 
copies, 15 cents each, not postpaid; so copies, 
z0 cents each, not postpaid. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL. TIMES CO. 
1031 Walnut St., Philadelphia, Pa. 











Che Sumday School Times 


Philadelphia, December 15, 1917 


The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunilay-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 


and Canada. These rates’ include 
postage: 
$1.00 Five or more copies, either 


to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address, $1 each,per year. 


$1 50 One copy, or any number of 
° copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per year. One copy, five years, $6. 


; One free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 


lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
2 club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 
sal Postal Union at the following rate, which 
includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or haif-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also ay | the other publica- 

o 


tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
1631 Walnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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“A Guide to Bible Study” 


A Systematic Course of Graded Lessons 
for the pom School and the Home 


By HARRY E. RICHARDS, A.M., M.D, 


Is the coutse of study which you are using 
oo . Bible study or merely study about the 
Bible? . 

Are your pupils students of the Word of 
God, mastering its contents, making its facts 
and teachings a part of their very lives? 

Give them ‘‘A Guide to Bible Study.’ It is 
a systematic course of graded lessons for both 
berm and Advanced Piola. the Bible i#se/ 

ing the ey = study. 


Ret y, D.D.. Pastor P 
Pi teroh hurch, Brooklyn, Ney Y.: 
NOS scho are more int rch, Broo! in any other 
series of lessons tried by us, and the teachers find it 
easier to hold the attention of the pupils than ever 
‘ore. We all feel that we are now engaged in a real 
study of the ane. The Bible itself is more interest- 
ing than lesson helps, and when our Sunday Schools 
find this = we shall have a return to actual Bible 
study, to he great $ prot of pupils and teachers. lam 

glad to commend legs pone. 

of Young Men's 


Me. 
is Chege. Se etein tian Church; Irvington, 
J.3 ‘find ow ie study course very satis- 
factory indeed. The “h ~- are learning to read their 
Bibles, and I hope for great results.” (A year later) 
—* 1 cannot find words big enough in penne or ex. 
besa to state my opinion of the work. nd it to 


ll we on pare —, 
Mr. S. ©. H East Oran = qi Independent 
Methodist Church: « “The new 
sons have worked ltt hry a ih They have 
done all that you clai bed od—aad more. have never 
so thoroughly enjoyed caching | in the Sunday School 
as at present. fo have bee ae a careful record, 
and have been amased at the: results obtained,” (‘Three 
months later)—‘‘ ‘I'he good work is keeping up, and | 
ow that yes will be glad to learn that we had a won- 
ul Decision Day last month.’’ 

Rev. W. C. Isett, Pastor Pres terian-Con- 
Fregetional ‘church, Atchison, Kansas: ‘ We 
ave been using your Sunday School books since the 
first of: January, and are finding them very satisfac- 
“tory indeed, Our ple ail seem to be very much 
pleased with the Fixe of studying the Bible in the 
school, and:‘I am very glad 1 got in touch with your 

publications.” 


Part 1. Genesié to Ruth. 
2. x Samuel to Nehemiah. 
3. Lhe Gospels and the Acts. 
* 4. Genesis to 2 Samuel. ) 
* gs. x Kings to Nehemiah (por-| Advanced 


unior 
J Course 


tions sf nine prophetical } Course 
-- boo (S. 5S. *Inter- 

* 6, Life of Christ. | mediate’). 

‘19, The Acts and the Epistles. 
NG RG ovens hs as 0,000 0,6 $ .30 
Cloth, emch POFE ... . 2 os 2 tee wee 45 
Parts 1 to 3 in one volume, cloth. ... . 1,25 
Parts 4 to7 in one volume, cloth. .... 1.50 

Descriptive Pamphlet on request 
INDEX... PU. COMPANY 
Box 123, aid, N. J. 
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The Superintendent's Guide 


FOR 1918 


Not a Lesson Commentary 


By 
Harry Edwards Bartow 


Published first in 1917, it 
came popular at once. 
Contains complete list of 
lessons for the whole year 
with their titles ; outlines of the books 
of the Bible from which the lessons are 
taken, and map for the lessons. Sea- 
sonable suggestions on how to conduct 
the school, an order of service, a month- 
theme, and hints for the workers’ 
meeting. An outline for the desk lesson, a prayer, 
a list o ropriate hymns, and thou hts for the 
superintendent” s quiet hour. Special features are 
susges ested for many Sundays and festivals and 
o 
The o htty-two prayers have been gpereciated by 
yy wim pony who need that kind ot help. 
ound in imitation leather. 


Price, 25 cents net, postpaid 
ne SUNDAY-SCHOOL UNION 














Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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7 
Gist of the Lesson 


The of R. A. TORREY 
reliable vest-pocket S, S. 
Lesson Companion. “World-famed 
_ its condensed t, concise 
. pertinent illustration, and 


COMPANY 


cube a 





H. REVELL 
138 50 Av, all J. 17 N. Wabash Av.,Chicage 


A NEW SO BOOK. 
YOU CAN AFFOR FAMILIAR SONGS OF THE 
or Sa notes Soar = reas ons Ro.Lqee.Ras Roi 

ve rds and rt ae by No. 1 and oom bined 88 es per 

Bundred, 10g a copy. E. A. K. HACKETT, Fort Wayne, ind 














[Modern Church Management| 


A NEW pA. | . peanepe Author of “Modern 
nce.” ust what is needed 
BOOK’. ae we »-to-date Church officer. Valu- 
_—_—__ able advice by an efficiency expert, thor- 
Net $1.25 ough, vractical, constructive. 
38 . 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





January 6. Christian Duty and Privilege. 
I. Becoming a Christian. Acts 26: 13-15. 
(Consecratiun meeting.) 

January 13. Young Christians Reaching Up- 
ward. Psa. 63: 1-8. 

January 20. Young Christians Reaching Out- 
ward. Gal. 6: 1-10. 

January 27. Christian Endeavor .Goals and 
How to Reach Them. Rom. 12: 1-13. 
(Christian Endeavor Day.) 





Sundey, December 30 


Planning for the Future 
(Matt. 25: 1-13). 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—“if God will” (Jas. 4: 13-17). 
Tues.—A pian that failed (Gen. 11: 


1-9). 

Wed.—Plan to do. good (Rom. 13: 1-7). 

Thurs.—To be Christlike (Rom. 8: 
28-39). 

Fri—To make salvation sure (2 Pet. 
1-10). 











Sat.—To be true to God (Rev. 2: 10): 
What plans have we for the future? 
What is the value of a definite goal? 
How can we plan with God’s will in mind? 


ESUS never said, as we sometimes 

say he did, “Take no thought for the 

morrow.” He forbade anxiety but he 
enjoined forethought. No wise man, he 
said, would enter upon a building enter- 
prise without looking through it to the 
end. No king would embark.on a 
military undertaking without adequate 
preparation and plan. In his own life 
Jesus moved forward on a path chosen 
in care and prayer and full acceptance 
of the will of God. He knew what was 
before him and h Jife.in. closest, 
loyalty“and faithfulness to the divine 
program. 


ye 

We may know God’s plan for our 
lives.. George Miiller tells us how he 
made sure of it in his life: 

1.-I seek at the beginning to get my 
heart into such a state that it has no 
will of its own in regard to a given mat- 
ter. Nine-tenths of the trouble with 
people is just here. Nine-tenths of the 
difficulties are overcome when our 
hearts are ready to do the Lord’s will, 
whatever it may be. When ore is truly 
in this state, it is usually but a little way 
to the knowledge of what His will is. 

2. Having done this, I do not leave the 
result to feeling or simple impression. 
If I do so, I make myself liable to great 
delusions. 

3. I seek the will of the Spirit of God 
through, or in connection with, the 
Word of God. The Spirit and the Word 
must be combined. If I look to the 
Spirit alone without the Word, I lay 
myself open to great delusions also. ‘If 
the Holy Ghost guides us at all, He 
will do it according to the Scriptures 
and not contrary to them. 

4. Next I take into account providen- 
tial circumstances. These often plainly 
indicate God’s’ will in connection. with 
his Word and Spirit, 

5. I ask God in prayer to reveal His 
will to me aright. 

6. Thus, through prayer to God, the 
study of the Word, and reflection, I 
come to a deliberate judgment accord- 
ing to the best of my ability and knowl- 
edge, and if my mind is thus at peace, 
and continues so after two or three more 
positions, I proceed accordingly. 

ne 

In trivial matters, and in transactions 
involving most important issues, I have 
found this method always effective. 

“For what doth it profit a man, to 
gain the whole world, and forfeit his 
life?” (Mark 8:.36.) 

oe 

God has a plan for each of us this 
coming year. Are we willing to find it 
and to follow it. “If you are minded 
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thus to try,” said John Ruskin, “begin 






An 









each day with Alfred’s prayer, “fiat vol- 
untas tua’; resolving that you will stand 
to it, and. that nothing that happens in 
the course of the day shall displease 
you. -Then set to any work you have in 
hand with the sifted. and purified reso- 
lution that ambition shall not mix with 
it, nor love of gain, nor desire of pleas- 
ure more than is appointed for you; 
and that-no anxiety shall touch’you as to 
its issue, nor any impatience nor regret 
if it: ‘fail. Imagine that the thing is be- 
ing done through you, not by you; that 
the good of it may never be known, but 
that°at least, unless by your rebellion or 
foolishness, "there can come no evil into 
it, nor wrong chance to it. Resolve also 
with steady industry to do what you can 
for the help of your country and its 
honor, and the honor of its.God; and 
that you will not join hands in its in- 
iquity, nor turn aside from its misery; 
and that in all you do and feel you will 
look frankly for the immediate help and 
direction, and to your own consciences, 
expressed approval, of God. Live thus, 
and believe, and with swiftness of an- 
swer proportioned to the frankness of 





(Lesson for Dec. 30) DECEMBER 15, 1917 


the truth, most surely the God of “p 
will fill you with all joy and peace in 
believing.” 

pd 


And we shall find our rest in God.. 


“Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling- 
place,” sang the Psalmist. “Lord, Thou 
art our dwelling-place,” we shall sing. 


“ And now ‘my Home is God,’ and sheltered 
there, 
God meets the trials of my earthly life, 
God compasses me round from storm and 
strife, 

God takes the burden of my daily care. 

Oh, > euaaee Place! Oh, Home Divinely 

air! 

And I, God’s little one, safe hidden there. 
Lord, as I dwell in Thee and Thou in me, 
So make me dead to everything but Thee, 

That as .I rest within my Home most fair, 
My soul may evermore and only see 

My -_ in everything and calpetnté. 

My Home is God.” 


Ask God to be your guide in 1918 and 
follow him. 

We shall find his guidance not before 
us only but all about us. 

New Yorx Crry. : 














NELSON’S 
HisTORY OF THE 
A Continuous Narrative of the Great Struggle Now Raging in Europe 
By Cian BUCHAN, B.A., of the British Publicity Bureau 


An eye-witness of many of the events which he narrates 
‘The author has been at the front and knows the actual conditions 
of the fighting in this great world war, and can therefore give an: 
| authoritative record of the events as they take place. It is written 
in the author's most graphic and compelling manner. 
Recently mptened By 


ssued in monthly iam. 
4 the Somme, The Roumaniah Campaign, and the American ‘Decla- 
ration of War, Each volume has a most comprehensive set of maps 
and plans, showing the battle fronts covered by the narrative. 
: Bound.in Red Cloth, with gold title. 1Zmo size. 
Price 60 cents net per volume 
ale by your Bookseller, or send. for descriptive circular to 






War 


the Pt De 
peditionary 
The latest padudian’s cover The Battle of 


t for the 





| THOMAS NELSON & SONS, Publishers, 381 A Fourth Avenue, New. York 





TELL YOUR 
CHURCH TREASURER 


To ask for sample pages of our new Simplex- 
Duplex, but not Complex, Treasurer's Record, 
which saves time, trouble, labor, money, and 
increases the church’s income. A post card 
request will post you up-to-date on this im- 
portant point. 


HOW TO PUT THE WHOLE CHURCH 
UNDER THE WHOLE TASK 


Here is a keen, novel, interesting, unique, 
sure way to prepare for your ‘‘Every Member 
Canvass"’ in a way that is likely to add 20% to 
40% to what you secured last year. It is a 
new 25 cent book. Don't let 25 cents stand 
in the way for a minute! You will enjoy the 
plan gteatly ! 


CHURCH ENVELOPES 
When you order sample pages of the Trea- 
surer’s Record book don't fail to ask for prices 
on Duplex and Single Envelopes—our line is 
fine and prices right. (Name this paper.) 


MEIGS PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Indianapolis, Ind. 











A _Je ewish Rabbi 


Found the Messiah, 


the Lord Jesus Christ, 
and is now preaching 
Him to 400,000 Jews of 
Brooklyn, N. Y. He 
issues a’ monthly paper 
entitled “The Chosen 
People.”” This paper 
tells about the persecu- 
i tions, hard work and 
Fx Rabbi Leopold Cohn glorious victories ex- 
perienced in the Williamsburg Mission to 
the Jews. Read it. Subscribe now. A 
sample copy sent you for 10 Cents, Price 
50 cents a year. Address 


“The Chosen People,” Box 10, Station A, Brooklyn, N.Y. 

















In ordering goods, or in making inquiry 
concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 
advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 





























RB Send for circular of the ten text 


books. Cloth, 60 cts.; paper, 75 cts. 
F.H. Revell Co., 158 5th Av., N.Y. 17 N. Wabash, Chicago 


‘ = gg to a. Their clear, “_ 
“ our church shou ae ms a deae 
anteed. Inexpensive. A. Art catsion at yd free. 


The Cincinnati Bell Foundry Co.Dept. B.78Cincinnati.o. 


BELLS = 


care McSuane Ber Fesnory Co.. Bsitimoge. 






























* The Ancestry 
of Our English Bible 


By Ira M. Price, Ph.D., LL.D, 
PRICE, $1.50, NET. 


Tue Sunpvay Scuootnt Times COMPANY 
2031 Walnut Street, - - - - Philadelphia, Pa. 
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